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at work in the V\ 
Brethren in Christ G 
One of the facts we must all deal 
with is that Christians reading the 
same Bible do not always agree 
about the meaning of certain pas-
sages. At one point in the history of 
the Christian Church, this problem 
was solved by keeping the Bible out 
of the hands of the ordinary people 
and having the clergy simply tell 
them what they must all believe. 
Protestant Christians since the time 
of the Reformat ion have rejected 
this solution of the problem, because 
they believe the Scripture is suffi-
cient for imparting the knowledge of 
salvation. They also believe it is bet-
ter to let each person approach 
Scripture in keeping with his or her 
own conscience. Some Protestants 
have taken these ideas to extremes 
which have led to serious errors. Put 
in their bluntest form, these extreme 
positions have maintained that the 
individual interpretations of Scrip-
ture are its only true meaning. Thus, 
one Christian cannot call another 
Christian to task for faulty interpre-
tation, for each person's interpreta-
tion is right for himself but cannot be 
imposed upon anyone else. 
Luke Keefer, Jr., is a faculty member of 
Ashland Theological Seminary, Ashland, 
Oh. This is an adaptation of his essay in The 
Brethren in Christ and Biblical Interpreta-
tion, a study paper available from Evangel 
Publishing House. 
Understandably, many Christians, 
including the Brethren in Christ, 
have felt that the truth about under-
standing the Bible lies somewhere in 
between these two opposite extremes. 
The Bible does speak to individuals 
in a personal way, but its truths are 
common to all Christians. Interpret-
ing the Bible is a group task. It 
means, on the one hand, listening to 
what individual believers understand 
the Bible to say in specific texts or in 
themes that run th roughou t the 
whole Bible. On the other hand, it 
means that individuals are subject to 
the group understanding of biblical 
truth—willing to hear it and be cor-
rected or instructed by it. Biblical 
interpretation, then, is a brother-
hood task. 
Lying behind differences in inter-
p re ta t ion are var ious principles 
(guiding rules, or hermeneutic) which 
determine our interpretation. It is 
good for a particular body of Chris-
tians to identify what principles guide 
its understanding of Scripture. This 
helps the people to explain them-
selves to other groups of Christians 
who see things differently. It is also 
necessary for a group to acknowl-
edge these principles to those young 
in the faith (instructing children in 
their midst and discipling new be-
lievers). They deserve to know the 
grounds upon which stances are 
taken regarding scriptural teaching. 
Th ink ing consciously a b o u t a 
group's interpretative principles also 
is helpful at a time like that which the 
Brethren in Christ Church is cur-
rently going through. No individual 
Christian and no Christian group 
ever reaches an unchangeable under-
standing of Scripture. Like it or not, 
our changing circumstances do affect 
the way we understand Scripture. 
But change always has an element of 
danger in it, for we can change for 
the worse as well as change for the 
better. Knowing what factors lie 
behind the specific interpretations at 
different points in our history is a 
necessary exercise if we are to judge 
the degree of faithfulness to the bib-
lical message that various points 
express. Knowing why people believe 
as they do helps to curb our ten-
dency to label positions too hastily 
as good or bad. Someone may be 
just as concerned as I am about 
faithfulness to the Lord and yet 
arrive at a different conclusion about 
a current application of Scripture to 
life. 
Since the Bre th ren in Chr is t 
Church is currently involved in for-
mulating a statement of our doctri-
nal beliefs, it is a good time to state 
what principles of biblical interpre-
tation are at work among us. We will 
first look at those which have wide-
spread acceptance among us, in part 
because they are part of our heritage. 
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We will then note some that are used 
in a more limited fashion, being 
more recent to our church. At times 
an effort will be made to illustrate 
how certain principles have influ-
enced and cont inue to influence our 
doctrinal understandings. 
The inspiration of Scripture 
F r o m the found ing days of the 
River Brethren until the present time, 
we have boldly confessed that the 
Bible is the Word of God. It has been 
to us the highest author i ty in bo th 
belief and conduct . Exactly how 
God inspired the original writings, 
directed his people in recognizing 
t h e m as sacred writings, and pre-
served these written records has not 
been an impor tan t issue with us. The 
Old and New Tes tament is God 's 
W o r d , and that alone gives it its 
author i ty . It has been a rather simple 
mat ter of fai th with us, and conse-
quently we have not been caught up 
with one particular theory or another 
abou t the fo rmat ion of the Bible. 
T w o factors have influenced us, 
however , in the last century. One 
was the acceptance of higher educa-
tion. The other was the f u n d a m e n -
talist reaction against liberalism re-
garding the inspiration of Scripture. 
continued on page 4 
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The Summer of the Bible 
The Riverside (Calif.) Brethren in Christ Church has been giving Bible 
reading a special emphasis this summer. The following material is adapted 
from a recent newsletter published by the congregation: 
We need to get back to the basics of what it means to be a follower of Jesus 
Christ. We need to experience the living Christ through his Holy Spirit. He 
speaks to us through the Scripture in a deep, accessible, and crucial way. 
When we listen to the Lord speak to us through the Scripture, it may not 
always be easy to hear him (we have a tough time really understanding 
anyone!), but if we try and keep trying, the rewards are deep and life-changing. 
Here are some suggestions: 
1. Join us for group Bible study on Wednesdays. This is a good process for 
everyone. It gives you a chance to learn from a lot of people, to ask questions, 
to bounce your ideas off others, and be led to draw conclusions from some-
times hard-to-understand passages. For people who have difficulty with 
reading by themselves, this is the easy way to get at the meat of what the Lord 
is saying—all you have to do is show up! Brand new believers, unbelievers, 
"old timers"—all get a chance to chew on something good through this 
process. 
2. Try the 36-day "hot parts" plan. Included at the end of these suggestions 
is a list of daily readings that will get you into every book of the New 
Testament. It would be great if we were all doing this together as a c h u r c h -
listening to and applying to our lives what the "hot parts" of the New 
Testament say. 
3. Mark up a Bible. Buy an inexpensive paperback Bible and get your 
markers out. Read it for what the Lord is saying to you and mark it! Then go 
back and read what you marked! Or you could go through and mark the 
passages that seem to apply to something that's important to you right now. 
Many people have had a good time asking a question of the Scripture and 
then reading through to mark the answer. 
4. Do a word study. One woman I know had the best time looking through 
the Bible at the word "heart." Try "glory" or "mercy" or "hand" (almost any 
word). YouH need a concordance. 
5. Set your own discipline. Decide what you want to do and do it out of 
love and obedience. It takes a change of heart and commitment to keep 
focusing on the Lord. Say, "Every day I am going to read the Bible for 15 
minutes," or "I'm going to have a one to two hour study on my own once a 
week," or "I'm going to come to every Bible study this month and next," or 
something similar. 
We want our church to grow in spirit and number. Being connected to 
God—loved and loving—is the basic element of that process. The Scripture is 
a gift to us of easy access to the Holy Spirit. Through it the Lord speaks to us, 
changes us, and enables us. Let's get into the Scriptures! And when you have 
new or encouraging experiences with your Bible study, please let us know 
during our sharing time. 
The 36-day "hot parts" plan 
1. Matthew 13:1-23 
2. Matthew 27:27-54 
3. Mark 5:21-43 
4. Mark 16:1-20 
5. Luke 5:1-11 
6. Luke 15:8-32 
7. John 3:1-21 
8. John 16:17-33 
9. Acts 26:1-29 
10. Romans 8:1-4 
11. Romans 15:1-7 
12. 1 Cor. 9:19-27 
13. 1 Cor. 15:50-58 
14. 2 Cor. 4:16-18 
15. Galatians 6:7-10 
16. Ephesians 1:1-10 
17. Ephesians 4:1-16 
18. Philippians 2:1-11 
19. Philippians 4:4-9 
20. Colossians 2:6-10 
21. 1 Thess. 2:3-13 
22. 2 Thess. 2:13-17 
23. 1 Timothy 6:11-16 
24. 2 Timothy 1:6-10 
25. Titus 2:3-8 
26. Philemon 4-7 
27. Hebrews 2:1-4 
28. Hebrews 10:35-39 
29. James 5:13-18 
30. 1 Peter 5:6-11 
31. 2 Peter 3:8-13 
32. 1 John 3:1 
33. 1 John 4:7-12 
34. 2 John 5-6; 3 John 4 
35. Jude 22-25 
36. Revelation 3:14-22 
Increasingly we have become aware 
that there is a "battle over the Bible" 
going on. Key words f rom that con-
troversy have sometimes occupied 
our attention and slipped into our 
language. Such terms as plenary, 
verbal, infallible, and inerrant are 
voiced on occasion. Present students 
are exposed to a whole range of "crit-
ical theories" regarding the validity 
of Scripture. 
While some may regard our avoid-
ance of a particular theory of inspi-
ration to be a weakness, and others 
dismiss our reluctance to use the so-
called "critical methodologies" as 
being unsophisticated, we continue 
to feel that the more simple accep-
tance of the authority of Scripture is 
our best approach. We feel our ener-
gies need to be directed toward 
deciding how the Bible relates to our 
lives today. If something can improve 
our vision of Christian discipleship, 
fine, but we see no purpose in argu-
ing over whether certain parts of the 
Bible belong to God's Word or not. 
For it often seems to us that some 
people are prone to question the 
reliability of Scripture at those points 
where they are reluctant to obey it. 
Human sinfulness, it seems, often 
cloaks itself in the garb of "modern 
scholarship" in order to be disobe-
dient to God. 
Here surely we as modern, edu-
cated Christians live in glass houses. 
We do well to ask ourselves at points 
of change whether we are motivated 
by a desire to more faithfully hear 
God's word to us, or are we reluctant 
to take a stand for God's will in a 
culture which is set against his pur-
poses? Is the Spirit of God working 
among us to t ransform us more 
4 Evangelical Visitor 
The Bible does speak to individuals in a personal 
way, but its truths are common to all Christians. 
Biblical interpretation, then, is a brotherhood task. 
. . . Since the Brethren in Christ Church is current-
ly involved in formulating a statement of our doctri-
nal beliefs, it is a good time to state what principles 
of biblical interpretation are at work among us. 
nearly to his image, or are we being 
pressed into the mold of the world? 
It is one th ing to say we believe 
tha t "all Scr ipture is inspired by God 
and profi table for doctrine, reproof, 
correct ion, and instruction in right-
e o u s n e s s " ^ Tim. 3:16-17); it is quite 
ano the r to translate all aspects of 
Scripture into current life. It is in-
credibly easy to stop talking about 
certain passages of Scripture that are 
not popular in a given culture. But 
then we are saying in rather bold 
ways that we no longer find tha t 
Scripture "profi table ." And if it is 
not "prof i table ," what are we imply-
ing abou t the inspiration of that part 
of the Bible? Conservative Chris-
tians, like the Brethren in Christ, 
have been fond of saying that they 
believe in the full inspiration of 
Scripture, which the so-called "lib-
erals" do not believe. There is a 
degree of t ru th in this assertion, but 
if we meditate on 2 Timothy 3:16-17 
as we ought , then we will f ind that 
our practice sometimes betrays our 
professions. We need to do serious 
wrestling with certain port ions of 
Scr ipture that we are currently in-
clined to be silent abou t if we are 
going to make good our boast that 
we believe in the Bible as the fully 
inspired Word of God. 
One final issue in this area. We 
emphasize the crucial role of the 
Holy Spirit bo th in inspiring the 
Scripture and in helping us to under-
stand the Bible. This is implied in 2 
Timothy 3:16-17 and stated again in 
2 Peter 1:20-21: "Above all, you 
must unders tand that no prophecy 
of Scripture came abou t by the 
prophet ' s own interpretation. For 
prophecy never had its origin in the 
will of man, but men spoke f r o m 
God as they were carried along by 
the Holy Spirit ." Since the Spirit 
inspired the prophets and apostles 
(Eph. 3:5) to write God's word, the 
Spirit clearly understands its mean-
ing for mankind . That is why Jesus 
said the Spirit would guide his peo-
ple into all t ruth through the appli-
cation of the Word to their lives 
( John 14:26; 16:13). It was the Spirit 
who guided the early Church (Acts 
15, especially verse 28) in interpret-
ing Scripture so as to find a way 
through the most t roublesome issue 
of the time. 
The thrust of 2 Corinthians 3:12— 
4:6 is quite clear. Apar t f rom the 
Spirit of Jesus opening our minds to 
divine truth, we approach the Bible 
with a veil across our understanding. 
Thus, we need to cultivate a sensitiv-
ity to the Holy Spirit in interpreting 
Scripture. Prayer is as crucial as 
study in our approach to Scripture. 
We do well to pray, "Open my eyes 
that I may see wonderfu l things in 
your law" (Ps. 119:18), any time we 
engage the Scriptures. 
The centrality of Christ 
Most Christ ians confess that all 
Scripture, both Old and New Tes-
taments , points toward the person 
and ministry of Jesus as the central 
theme of the Bible. How does this 
principle exercise particular signifi-
cance for us? 
First, we confess with many oth-
ers that salvation through Christ is 
the central purpose of revelation. In 
revealing himself to a fallen race, 
God must address the problem of sin 
and his provision to save f rom it. 
The message about Jesus ' life, death, 
and resurrection is not a random, 
insignificant biblical detail. Jesus 
himself was constrained by his neces-
sity to fulfill the divine plan through 
his redemptive sacrifice (Luke 24:25-
27,44-49). Stopping anywhere short 
of the Bible's emphasis upon salva-
tion is a failure to hear the Scripture 
explain itself. The Bible is an evange-
listic book, a missionary document . 
It confronts each of us about our 
need for Jesus ' salvation and about 
our responsibility to share his saving 
news with all who do not yet know it. 
Secondly, we do not want to get 
caught up in a cheap game of playing 
off one section of Scripture against 
another . But there is a very real sense 
that the centrality of Christ draws 
the Brethren in Christ pr imary focus 
to the Gospels, where the story 
about Jesus is told in its greatest 
detail. The next section speaks to 
this fact regarding the Old Testa-
ment. A word is in order here in 
regard to the New Testament . Many 
Christians turn to the Epistles (espe-
cially those of Paul) as the best theo-
logical statement of Christianity. This 
has given them a strong doctrinal 
approach to Christianity. The tug of 
the Gospels upon us does not mean 
that we take doctr ine lightly; rather, 
we feel constrained to follow the 
teaching and example of Jesus in 
regard to the quality of Christian life 
that we experience as individuals 
and as a g roup of his followers. 
"Obedience" is a word emphasized 
by us in a way that is different f r o m 
those fo r w h o m the key word is 
"believe." We are less creedal and 
more practice-oriented in our ap-
proach to the Christian life. 
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Thirdly, Jesus talked about things 
of more weight in regard to God's 
law. This was particularly true when 
he confronted those who made much 
over their exact performance of Old 
Testament regulations (Sabbath , 
tithe, cleanliness, etc.) and overlooked 
more significant matters like love, 
mercy, and justice. The command-
ments of Scripture cannot simply be 
placed on a level plain. Some tower 
like mountain peaks above others, 
calling for more conscious attention 
than others. The centrality of Christ 
calls attention to these important 
distinctives, often in ways that make 
us uncomfortable if we have a one-
dimensional approach to Scripture. 
The New Testament interprets 
the Old Testament 
We come to this principle because 
of the previous one. Passages such as 
Matthew 5:17-48; John 1:14-18; He-
brews 1:1-14; and 1 Peter 1:10-12 
make it clear that Jesus' fulfillment 
of God's Word raises the New Tes-
tament to a level of authority above 
the Old Testament treatment of the 
same subject. 
Most Christians confess this read-
ily in regard to such issues as salva-
tion (no one offers the sacrifices 
commanded in the Old Testament), 
the Lord's Day (instead of the Sab-
bath observance), and monogamy in 
marriage (in spite of the frequent 
example of polygamy by "holy men 
of old"). What is surprising to us is 
that so many Christians look to the 
Old Testament regarding the ques-
tion of war when Jesus' statements 
on this are so clear in Matthew 5. In 
Jesus ethical issues also are fulfilled— 
raised both to new levels of obliga-
tion and to new possibilities for 
conduct. 
In a day of increasing violence, 
nationalism, and materialism we need 
to observe the clear patterns of Scrip-
ture. "An eye for an eye" gives way to 
"love your enemies." The kingdom 
of Israel gives way to a universal 
Church, people from every nation 
and race. And the standard of bless-
ing is moved from economic indica-
tors to spiritual qualities. We cannot 
set the level of Christian conduct at 
the point of the Old Testament faith-
ful, who themselves longed for the 
day of Christ's fulfillment. The scrip-
tural principle holds true that "to 
whom much is given, much is re-
quired." If the grace of Jesus Christ 
has reached us in a fullness unknown 
before his coming, then we are ex-
pected to live at a higher level of 
conduct than the people of the Old 
Testament. Jesus hinted at this when 
he said John the Baptist (the culmi-
nating figure of the old economy) 
was the greatest of men, but the least 
member of the kingdom of God was 
greater than John. 
Discipleship 
The purpose of Scripture is that 
we might know God and do his will. 
A disciple is a "learner" as well as a 
"follower" of God. This has two 
important applications for us. 
First, to understand the Bible we 
must desire to know the truth of God 
(John 7:17). The teaching of Scrip-
ture can be grasped by people with 
average understanding, providing 
they want to be instructed by God. 
Pontius' 
Puddle 
Bullet ins and newsletters reprint-
ing "Pon t ius ' Pudd le " f r o m the 
Visitor must pay $10 for each 
use t o Joe l Kau f fmann , 111 
Car ter Road. Goshen , IN 46526. 
WE" PASTORS EN JOY 
THEOLOG-ICAL COMFEREMC.ES. 
WE DEBATE HOW T H E 
BIBLE SHOULD BE REA.T>. 
5H0OLD PASSAGES BE 
READ AS PROPHETY— 
POETRY-- L ITERATURE--
C ^ J L A W — A L L E 6 0 R V -
^ NARRATWE. ••• 
TWEM WE CRO BACK TO 
OUR COMST CTUENTS 
AMD TRY TO GRET 
THERATO READ VT, 
AMY WAY AT A L L \ 
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The centrality of Christ draws the Brethren in Christ primary focus 
to the Gospels, where the story about Jesus is told in 
its greatest detail. . . . Jesus talked about things of more 
weight in regard to God's law. The commandments 
of Scripture cannot simply be placed on a level 
plain. Some tower like mountain peaks above others, 
calling for more conscious attention than others. 
But the most gifted people will find it 
a perplexing book if their hearts are 
closed to God . A n d , if we seek inter-
pretations to justify our disobedience, 
we will always find some teachers 
who will give us what we want (2 
Tim. 4:3). If we love not the t ruth, 
God allows us to fall prey to decep-
tion (2 Thess. 2:11-12). Consequently, 
Jesus emphasized the condit ion of 
people's hearts. The "pure in heart 
see G o d " in his Word as everywhere 
else (Mat t . 5:8). H o w necessary then 
to our unders tanding of Scripture 
that we entreat God to write his 
word on our hearts and minds (Jer. 
31:33-34; 2 Cor. 3:2-3) so that we will 
be open to his instruction. 
Secondly, the knowledge of God's 
Word grows with our obedience and 
diminishes with our disobedience 
( M a r k 4:24-25). The path of the just 
can be a shining light that grows 
more and more; but the way of the 
disobedient turns light into darkness. 
And Jesus said this is the greatest 
da rkness of all (Mat t . 6:23). The key 
then to unders tanding Scripture is to 
obey what we already know. Disci-
pleship is the crucial hinge upon 
which our knowledge of Scripture 
turns. 
Community consensus 
Many religions are based upon 
the teaching of one person. The 
Bible, on the contrary, was given 
th rough a host of people inspired by 
the same Holy Spirit. It is as if God 
were saying to us that in the "mult i-
tude of counselors there is safety" 
(Prov . 11:14). Jesus instructed us to 
call no m a n our " rabb i" since we 
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were all brethren (Matt . 23:8). In 
other words, no one Christian is ever 
the teaching authority to interpret 
the Bible for all the rest of us. 
Rather , we are to share the task of 
interpretat ion as equals before God, 
who is the sole authori ty in regard to 
his Word . Even where God has 
called and gifted people to teach and 
preach the Word , in keeping with 
their offices as assigned in the church, 
the rest of us must be vigilant in 
respect to the faith once delivered to 
the saints. 
Paul's classic passages on the func-
tion of the gifts in the body of Christ 
speak on this issue (1 Cor. 12 and 14, 
especially 14:26-33). Even one claim-
ing direct inspiration f r o m God must 
be subject to the judgment of the 
other saints in regard to what is said. 
Indeed, all are assigned the right to 
speak in the church. 
This means for us that the t ruth of 
Scripture is best understood when it 
is a group effort. Thus, General 
Conference is our highest authori ty 
in deciding issues of faith and con-
duct. Some voices may carry more 
weight in a discussion because of 
personal influence, but all are allowed 
to voice an opinion and to cast a 
vote. Along the way the process is 
open to input f r o m every member . 
The process of honest discussion 
takes t ime and effort . Our goal in 
this process is to be able to say as 
they did in the Jerusalem Council: 
"It seemed good to the Holy Spirit 
and tous" (Ac t s 15:28). For we really 
believe the Spirit guides the church 
in the interpretation and the applica-
tion of Scripture. 
We do not believe that groups 
never err in interpretation. None of 
us can make that claim. It is just that 
many minds are less apt to err than 
individual judgments are. This also 
means that interpretations are open 
to review and correction. There are 
several ways we can aid this process 
of review. In keeping with the doc-
trine of the commun ion of the saints 
(Heb. 12:23), we listen to the saints 
of previous times through the records 
of their words and the tradit ions 
they established. Christians of today 
f r o m other groups also serve as 
par tners in dialogue with us. The 
next generation may well subject our 
interpretations to close scrutiny. All 
of this, and more, guards the group 
process of interpretation. 
More recent principles of 
interpretation 
There are many things that could 
be discussed here. I will highlight 
only two broad areas. First, the 
principle of cul tural context has 
entered ever more forcefully into our 
interpretative discussions in the last 
few decades. The impact of the mis-
sionary task has been one factor 
here. Our openness to 20th century 
culture, particularly in Nor th Amer-
ica, has been another crucial influ-
ence. A number of issues have been 
reviewed on the basis that they are 
not relevant to a given culture or a 
certain age. Most , if nota l l , of us are 
ready to employ this approach with 
certain issues in Scripture. My cau-
tion is that it is a very dangerous 
interpretative tool. Some have ap-
proved homosexuali ty, questioned 
the existence of Satan, or denied the 










by Amy Yeatts 
Amy Yeatts, Mechanicsburg, 
Pa., works part-time in the Special 
Care Unit of Messiah Village, and 
is a part-time seminary student. 
Once I was in conversation with a 
w o m a n who told at great length and 
with complete conviction how the 
Lord was working in a certain situa-
tion. She concluded by stating, "It is 
so neat to understand how God is 
working!" My reaction to such an 
assertion tends to be either wide-
eyed disbelief or green-eyed envy. 
As much as I would wish to be 
otherwise, it has never been easy for 
me to unders tand the ways of God. 
When I ponder the great issues of 
life, more questions than answers are 
for thcoming. In many situations, 
experienced in my own life and 
observed in the lives of others, the 
acts of God are not easily discerned. 
This is not particularly surprising. 
After all, if God is the eternal crea-
tor /sus ta iner of the universe, which 
in its vastness is beyond comprehen-
sion, why would I, a creation with 
only approximately three pounds of 
brain tissue, be able to unders tand 
the ways of God? Claiming to under-
stand how or why God works seems 
to me to border on arrogance. 
As a Christian, however, I dare 
not stop here. I am called to love and 
serve the Lord. H o w does one love 
and serve a master not understood? 
Tha t is not such a big problem, 
really. Obedience hinges, not on 
understanding, but on faithfulness. I 
c an be f a i t h f u l in spi te of my 
ignorance. 
Moreover , here is where the Bible 
becomes important . As a Christian, 
1 af f i rm with Paul his words to 
Timothy: "All Scripture is God-
breathed and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the man of 
God may be thoroughly equipped 
for every good w o r k " (2 Timothy 
3:16-17). The purpose of Scripture is 
to equip us for good work, for obe-
dience to the will of God. 
In the stories of bo th the Old and 
New Testaments, we see how God 
deals with people: sometimes with 
extended mercy and sometimes with 
abrup t harshness. We see what God 
requires of people: "To act justly and 
to love mercy and to walk humbly 
with your G o d " (Micah 6:8). In 
addit ion, we see that God often acts 
in ways unpredictable and unex-
pected. The incarnation is certainly 
the most as tounding surprise of all 
time. 
What then does the Bible mean to 
me? I believe that the Bible is a win-
dow to the mind of God. It is a small 
window, giving a limited view. As 
the Apostle Paul says: "Now we see 
but a poor reflection [as in a mirror] 
. . ."(2 Corinthians 13:12). Yet, I do 
have this vision of God, and to it I 
must be faithful. Because I believe, 
with all Christians, that God is re-
vealed in Scripture, I must take 
seriously the study of the Bible. 
Recently I have begun more seri-
ously to read and study Scripture. It 
is an overwhelming awareness to 
join millennia of fai thful people in 
psalms of praise to God, and to join 
centuries of Christians in praying 
our Lord's prayer. How refreshing 
to read the Gospels and see the many 
ways Jesus surprised people by dis-
regarding their expectations in order 
to do the will of the Father . F r o m 
Noah 's building a ship on dry land to 
John ' s recording his visions of hope 
in the Revelation, the Bible is a 
treasury of stories of fai thful people 
who heard the call of God and took 
the risk of following—stories bo th 
challenging and humbling. 
For me, the Bible is a book of 
hope. Upon confession, God will 
forgive and purify f rom all unright-
eousness (1 J o h n 1:9). God loves 
"with an everlasting love" and draws 
"with loving-kindness" ( Je remiah 
31:3). God promises "never will I 
leave . . . never will I forsake . . . " 
(Hebrews 13:5). 
The Bible is conf i rmat ion over 
and over again that God is interested 
in the ways of humanity. God is 
deeply concerned abou t my life. 
There are many unanswered ques-
tions, but God is there. 
Evangelical Visitor 
If the grace of Jesus Christ has reached us in a full-
ness unknown before his coming, then we are 
expected to live at a higher level of conduct than the 
people of the Old Testament. . . . The key to 
understanding Scripture is to obey what we already 
know. Discipleship is the crucial hinge upon which 
our knowledge of Scripture turns. 
on the basis of the difference between 
biblical age mind-sets and our own. 
It's a double-edged sword we've taken 
in hand ; it may cut where we did not 
intend it to do so. D o we have the 
sensitivity to know when to sheath it, 
lest we kill what God wills to live? 
A principle of interpretat ion has 
been articulated in recent years that 
may prove helpful on the issue of 
cultural relevancy. Instead of just 
ignoring those passages of Scripture 
that differ widely f r o m a given cul-
ture of today, this posit ion calls us to 
determine a dynamic equivalent for 
that scriptural practice. Kissing is 
not a universal f o r m of greeting. So 
maybe we should instruct converts 
in some cultures to greet one another 
with a "holy nose-rub." F o r some of 
us in Nor th America , a wa rm hand-
shake or an affect ionate hug might 
be dynamic equivalents of the "holy 
kiss" in Paul 's letters. At least giving 
a scriptural text a way to be signifi-
cantly practiced today is much to be 
preferred over being silent about it 
al together, or worse yet, saying some 
par t of the Word is wi thout meaning 
today . And a meaningful way to 
express a scriptural c o m m a n d is a 
whole lot better than demanding a 
t radi t ional practice which has long 
since become a meaningless f o r m for 
many people. If we have the will to 
be creative, this could speak to a 
number of t radi t ional Brethren in 
Christ practices that are passing with 
an era. 
Secondly, our commi tmen t to a 
trained ministry th rough institutions 
of higher educat ion has made men 
and women aware of new emphases 
in biblical study. Some are widely 
accepted a m o n g conservative Chris-
tians—like the historical, grammati-
cal interpretation of Scripture f r o m 
the original languages. We have been 
unders tandably cautious about sev-
eral other critical methodologies be-
cause these approaches have been 
reluctant to take the text of Scrip-
ture as it is, wanting to first decide 
what parts of the text they will 
accept as authentic. Clearly, then, 
some methods of interpretation are 
acceptable to us while others seem to 
hold little or no promise of doing us 
good. 
But there is a deeper issue involved. 
Ever since the Protestant Reforma-
tion, the principle of the simplicity of 
Sc r ip tu r e has been c h a m p i o n e d 
a m o n g Protestant groups. That is, 
we believe the most simple Christian 
can understand the Scriptures. Chris-
tian interpretation is more a matter 
of discipleship than it is a matter of 
scholarship. Are we, and others like 
us, now in danger of abandoning 
this position? Is it only the highly 
trained who unders tand the Bible? 
D o we still believe that the disposi-
t ion of the heart has more to do with 
interpreting Scripture aright than 
the educat ion of the head? True, 
head and heart should complement 
each other in approaching the Scrip-
ture. But given the power-conscious-
ness of our age, do we not stand in 
danger at this point of valuing "schol-
arly" interpretation over the "con-
sensus of the saints"? 
Conclusion 
This article has identified several 
long-standing principles of biblical 
interpretation which have been at 
work a m o n g the Brethren in Christ; 
namely, the authori ty of Scripture, 
the i l lumination of the Holy Spirit, 
the centrality of Christ, the New Tes-
tament interpreting the Old Testa-
ment , Christian discipleship as the 
central meaning of the believer's life, 
and the group discernment of the 
will of God. More recent influences 
have been in the area of the aca-
demic approach to Scripture and the 
a t tempt to unders tand the Bible in 
terms of cultural conditioning. 
We owe it to ourselves to deter-
mine if these are the principles that 
fo rm our current understanding of 
Scripture. One way for you to do 
this is to discuss in your local con-
gregation the five essays in The 
Brethren in Christ and Biblical Inter-
pretation, a 32-page study paper 
available f r o m Evangel Publishing 
House, P.O. Box 189, Nappanee , IN 
46550. Four of the essays are adap-
tat ions of papers given at the 1986 
study conference on biblical inter-
pretat ion held at McMas te r Univer-
sity; the fif th is an article on renewal 
by Henry A. Ginder . All are fol-
lowed by discussion questions. 
Whether you find the principles 
stated in this article to be adequate 
or consider them to be lacking in 
some respects, the g roup process of 
wrestling with biblical interpretation 
will be a valuable exercise. F o r you 
will be approach ing the task in a 
typical Brethren in Christ manner . 
The group will be interpreting Scrip-
ture with the help of the Spirit in 
order to unders tand the church's 
discipleship role in the present age. 
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Renewal— 
Get into the picture! 
by Glenn A. Ginder 
Hunger after God is the nucleus of 
renewal. A truth that, even when af-
firmed, cannot be fathomed. Through-
out the history of God and his people 
and even to this present moment, the 
anatomy of revival is more wonderous a 
phenomenon than unlocking the secrets 
of an atom. So this article will not 
attempt to understand or explain this 
most glorious spiritual phenomenon. 
Rather it is hoped that, in this report, 
readers can join in rejoicing that God is 
at work touching the Brethren in Christ 
Church with renewal. And there is one 
further hope: that in our seeing the glow, 
there will be a spontaneous offering of 
praise to God so that the renewal flame 
will be deliberately fanned. 
Here is the picture 
An all church retreat—the idea was 
fairly simple and certainly not innova-
tive. But that is beside the point. What 
matters is that the Mound Park pastor 
and church board (Dallas Center, Iowa) 
took the initiative to plan for renewal in 
response to a Renewal 2000 letter. There 
was, in the hearts of these leaders, the 
urge to draw close to God. 
When the Mound Park Church met 
for a retreat and experienced God's spe-
cial renewing grace expressed in for-
giveness, understanding, acceptance and 
joy, they were part of a larger happening. 
All across Canada and the U.S., 1988 
literally sparkled with new lights of spir-
itual fervor. As pastors were invited to 
reflect on evidences that 1988 was a spe-
cial year of openness to God's Spirit and 
of seeking after God, they reported with 
enthusiasm: 
• "The Spirit moved among us, giv-
ing deeper meaning to what it means to 
be a brotherhood"-—50 people came 
together to replace a roof; 6 people trav-
Glenn Ginder is bishop of the Midwest 
Conference of the Brethren in Christ Church. 
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eled to the mission field, bringing a 
bonding between home and mission 
church. 
• "We are praising and worshipping 
and receiving fresh new blessing as our 
people have accepted the challenge of 
learning the lyrics and melodies of our 
newly acquired Hymns for Praise and 
Worship." 
• "There was growth through repent-
ance of sin in our lives because of the 
daily exercise of God's Word and the 
invitation to make daily responses. 
Doing this for a period of time was of 
value and encouraged a good habit." 
• "Sensing the need to be reaching 
out to a growing congregation, the dea-
cons have recruited eleven shepherds 
and have formed 16 care groups. These 
groups have been helping us to more 
fully 'encourage one another daily.' " 
• "Three young men of the congrega-
tion are feeling the call to Christian min-
istry in some form or another." 
• "Paying of a debt became a matter 
of special prayer. A date was set for 
lifting a one-time offering to pay off half 
the debt. The total amount was given. 
Today we are debt-free!" 
• "After praying for a year for some-
one to develop a youth ministry, the 
Lord sent a young couple with back-
ground and commitment. The first night 
we had 10 young people!" 
• "Last year a fourth grade boy 
handed in a prayer request that his 
father (a Christian) would be able to 
quit smoking tobacco. Recently the 
father reported that he has not smoked 
for six months, after a 20-year ad-
diction!" 
• "We have seen the Holy Spirit at 
work in worship as we have been directed 
toward God week after week. New peo-
ple in our worship service have often 
commented on the warmth and encour-
agement they receive." 
• "During a five-month preaching 
series on renewal, we had 14 altar ser-
vices. Every hour was covered during a 
24-hour Good Friday prayer vigil." 
• "In open forums, some questions 
and issues were discussed that involved 
real hurts. As communication lines 
opened, weights and burdens fell off 
until the sessions concluded with indi-
viduals embracing and expressing love 
and appreciation for one another. 
Such notes only tell part of the story. 
Many church boards selected a renewal 
book such as Three Keys to Spiritual 
Renewal (Clark Pinnock) and took part 
of the monthly meeting time to reflect 
on how the truths apply to church and 
personal life. In some cases adult Sun-
day school classes were focused on stud-
ies that encouraged personal renewal 
(The Pursuit of Holiness by Jerry Bridges 
or Everything Necessary by Luke Keefer, 
Jr.). Strengthened stewardship teaching 
in other churches became a catalyst for 
renewal. In every conference, churches 
embarked on the "Chapel of the Air 
50-Day Adventure" to make Christ real 
in the work place. Reading the Bible 
through, concern for conflict resolution, 
and initiation of special congregational 
ministries were all responses that gave 
evidence of an openness to the working 
of God. 
The doubters and skeptics would 
shrug their shoulders. In fact, some pas-
tors expressed disappointment about 
the effectiveness of these renewal activi-
ties. After all, there weren't many dra-
matic changes. So what really happened? 
The answer is certainly not in the 
rehearsal of past events. But put those 
events in perspective. Paint the back-
ground. Give it a frame and the picture 
looks more and more like revival—at 
least to those who are seeking after God 




The "background" of the picture in-
cludes the fact that in 1976 the General 
Conference decided to embark on a plan 
later called "Renewal 2000." That deci-
sion proposed some changes in the way 
Brethren in Christ boards and agencies 
carry out the mission of the church. It 
also included Cooperative Ministries as 
a new way of funding the church's mis-
sion. After giving several years of atten-
tion to these adjustments, the church 
agreed to move to Renewal 2000 Phase 
IIand address the need for a new doctri-
nal statement. 
As that process began, nearly 20 
Renewal 2000 Phase II Task Force 
members gathered at Mechanicsburg, 
Pa. They wrestled with their task and as 
they did several concerns were noted, 
among them: integrity to the Scripture 
was crucial, and sensitivity to various 
streams of emphasis in the brotherhood 
would be important. And then it hap-
pened. An inspired thought surfaced. It 
was a small thought to be sure. It was 
nothing more than a question about the 
Task Force name. Why Renewal 2000? 
Could it be that the naming of the Task 
Force some years earlier was an inspira-
tion and not just a contemporary title? Is 
it not true that the writing of a doctrinal 
statement is freighted with both oppor-
tunity and danger? And isn't the one 
sure way to avoid the danger and appre-
hend the opportunity somehow con-
tained in the Task Force n a m e -
Renewal? 
Out of the midst of the questions and 
from among his servants, the Spirit of 
God formulated some awesome answers. 
It was apparent to the Task Force that 
the process of writing a doctrinal state-
ment must be couched in fervent prayer 
and supported by a deepened commit-
ment to the Word of God. And it was 
recognized that these are the very essen-
tials of every revival of the past. Earnest 
prayer and an obedient heart turned to 
the Scripture are the makings of a 
proven seedbed for revival—even though 
they provide no guarantee in timing or 
format. 
The Task Force went to prayer to 
confess an overwhelming need for God's 
renewing grace in the lives of those pres-
ent. They lingered in one accord for the 
church. It was not so much that God 
would restore a church gone adrift, but 
that all Brethren in Christ would turn to 
the Word of God with a fresh commit-
ment to obedience. And that the stirring 
of the Spirit would inspire a greater 
dependency on the God who is available 
to those who earnestly pray. 
Frame the picture 
Anyone with a heart for revival in the 
church will sense—in the above sam-
pling of reports from the churches and 
in the background just painted—that 
something good is happening. That per-
ception is even more clear when the pic-
ture is framed. Here are the four pieces 
of the frame that give marvelous assent 
to the reality of revival in our day. A 
large variety of evidences could be used 
to affirm that God is at work bringing a 
renewing to the church around the 
world. To the naked eye these four fram-
ing pieces may be unrelated to each 
other and to the whole picture. But take 
a serious look and it becomes apparent 
that we are being touched by a divine 
phenomenon. 
A recent convention will serve as the 
first piece of the frame. The Brethren in 
Christ Church is numbered among the 
great host of denominations and groups 
that identify together as the National 
Association of Evangelicals (NAE). "Re-
vive your church, O Lord" was the 
theme as the NAE gathered in conven-
tion (March 1989). Among speakers 
and conventioneers, the words adapted 
from Albert Midlane's challenging song 
"Revive Thy Work, O Lord" were no 
mere slogan. Again and again God's 
servants affirmed the urgent need for 
God to "disturb the sleep of death, and 
quicken smoldering embers by thine 
Almighty breath." The theme was well 
chosen and timely. It may well be one of 
many divine interventions as we move 
into the trauma and opportunity at the 
close of the second millenium. 
A second piece for the frame is the 
1988 Brethren in Christ General Con-
ference with its emphasis on worship. A 
church at worship is a church con-
fronted with the holiness of God. "Wor-
ship . . . inSpirit . . . in Truth" was 
realized by those who gathered in 
Southern California. And the impact of 





those days has continued to touch pas-
tors and congregations, especially as we 
follow through with the decision that: 
1. the members of the 1988 General 
Conference, in partnership with, and in 
total dependence upon, the Holy Spirit, 
affirm and accept the call of 2 Chroni-
cles 7:14 to humble ourselves and pray 
and seek God's face for a fresh outpour-
ing of the Spirit of the Living God in a 
fiery baptism of mighty power and 
redemptive love for the world and, 
2. each of us commit ourselves and 
make efforts to enlist the commitment 
of our home congregations to regularly 
and fervently pray as recommended 
above, and, 
3. if this recommendation is adopted, 
this Conference be immediately pre-
sented with a three-minute period for 
delegates to consider with one or two 
other members of this Conference how 
they might implement this in their per-
sonal life and in the prayer life of their 
congregation (1988 General Conference 
Minutes, page 33). 
Isaiah clearly demonstrates (Is. 6) 
that when faced with the holy God, the 
only appropriate response is tt> be serious 
about sanctification. The prayerful wor-
ship and related decision about prayer 
of the General Conference moved us in 
the right direction. 
The third piece of the picture's frame 
is simply to note that there is a move-
ment developing. Renewal movements 
can be identified in almost any period of 
history. Even though at present the 
renewal movement may not seem to 
have a clear definition and it may be 
embryonic, it is no less real. Writers of 
books and articles clearly articulate the 
need for purity and discipline in the pur-
suit of God. These books and articles, 
prayer seminars, and conferences touch 
hungry hearts and the revival flame 
burns brighter. Voices are heard in pul-
pits large and small. The messages are 
diverse but not conflicting. Through all 
these sources the scarlet thread is appar-
ent: "Revival comes only from the Holy 
Spirit; therefore prayer and serious study 
of the Word of God are the most essen-
tial elements . . . (along with) joyful 
worship . . . joyful giving . . . evan-
gelism . . . and a warmth of love 
among believers" (Stan Allaby in Action, 
March/April 1989). 
Add the fourth piece to the frame by 
noting active end-time awareness. From 
secular and religious quarters of all 
kinds comes the feeling of urgency— 
doom and dismay for the children of this 
world, wonder and excitement for those 
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who have bowed in faith and obedience 
before Christ. Of course, in the true and 
larger sense, all of the days since Pente-
cost are "the last days." But even this 
long view recognizes that there is an 
ultimate finality—and blessing—in those 
last days. Isaiah 2 notes, in grand move-
ment, the revival and restoration of the 
last days. Is it unrealistic to expect that 
the power of the revival and restoration 
of that end-time will spill over into the 
days preceding it? into these days? 
What is the message? 
Revival is never contrived. There is no 
three-step formula that brings the re-
storative power and grace of the Sover-
eign God to our parched lives or dis-
tracted churches. But there is a road. 
That is, anyone who sets a course in his 
or her heart to seek after God, pursuing 
that course with diligence, will create a 
personal state of being that is conducive 
to revival. Four signposts further define 
the road to renewal. 
Pursue God. It is true God came seek-
ing us, and for that we are eternally 
grateful. Scott Peck notes that even 
though we cannot will ourselves to 
grace, we can by will open ourselves to 
its miraculous coming. The will to be 
open to God, to know him, to expe-
rience the wonder of his works, to be 
attuned to his purpose and plan—this is 
the choice that when affirmed daily, 
puts us on the road to renewal. At least 
the one who makes that choice will 
surely be renewed. More than likely that 
person also becomes one more ember 
for the breath of God to use in fanning 
into flames of reality the smouldering 
fire of revival. 
Nurture honesty. Neither pseudo-hu-
mility nor egocentricity will do. Only 
honesty. Honest self-appraisal will not 
allow us to glare at a fallen brother while 
excusing some subtle sin in our attitude 
or reaction. Honesty will open us to 
more ready confession and repentance. 
Never forget that repentance is the bed-
rock of spiritual renewal. In all honesty 
it is an essential attitude for anyone who 
would take the road to renewal. 
Value purity. J . I . Packer noted that 
"sanctification is a neglected priority in 
today's church everywhere and a fading 
glory in the evangelical world in particu-
lar. " We must never forget that the privi-
lege of purity is blood-bought. Yet in 
men and women throughout the church 
who claim the benefits of the gospel of 
the cross, there are too many eruptions 
of impropriety—properly known in 
Scripture as greed, lust, pride, and envy. 
We renounce these ugly eruptions. We 
need to also reckon with the reality that 
such eruptions are preceded, often for a 
long time, by sub-surface activity of the 
same genre. The road to renewal will be 
traveled by those who are diligent and 
demanding as they engage the Holy 
Spirit in a commitment to think on 
things that are true, honorable, just, 
pure, lovely, and of good report. 
Control youself. Some would think 
this rather practical and mundane advice 
is unrelated to the real issues of renewal. 
The fact is, revival is always accompa-
nied by a noticeable acceleration in per-
sonal disciplines of all kinds. Prayer is 
one such stepped-up discipline, since it is 
both the means to and the outcome of 
revival. Diligence in the Scripture also 
intensifies, since this is the source of 
knowing God. We are not likely to 
stumble onto revival. Resolute attention 
to spiritual disciplines is one of the 
primary indicators that we are on the 
right road. 
Some could question the validity of 
talking about revival when corruption 
in almost every strata of society is eluci-
dated daily. In all honesty there is so 
much that is wrong, and we can get 
sucked into that negative vortex. Or we 
can give our attention to the picture 
divinely painted and framed. We can 
choose to listen for the notes of victory 
and praise. We can ask God for vision to 
perceive the work he is doing and we can 
make the commitment to get into the 
picture. When we do, we have moved 
that much closer to the place where God 
pours out his grace in sweeping revival. 
O God, 
by your grace 
I choose to seek your face. 
Turn from whatever is less than lovely 
and listen for the sound of refreshing rain. 
Amen. • 
Standing in the gap 
When we started volunteering at Pax-
ton Street Home almost four years ago, 
I knew the residents were special people 
with special needs which the Home was 
designed to serve. I also knew that the 
staff members were special people with 
special needs, and I was glad to stand in 
the gap for them on weekends. 
I was willing, however, to ignore my 
Mildred, her husband John, and daughter 
Rachel, have done volunteer work at Paxton 
Street Home, Harrisburg, Pa., on weekends, 
every other month for the past five years. 
They are active members of the Mechanics-
burg congregation. 
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own specialness and my own needs, but 
the residents keep reminding me of my 
needs and I wonder, "Do they know 
that?" Do they know how important 
they make me feel when they greet our 
arrival with broad smiles and cheery 
"Hello's." 
Do you know, Rick, how much I 
need to hear you say, "Thank you for 
coming this weekend. I'm glad you're 
here'? 
June, do you know I need the encour-
agement of your simple faith and love of 
God's word? 
Do you know 1 need to feel accepted, 
Edythe, when you welcome me to your 
table? And Martha, you accept me when 
you do those kind things for Rachel. 
And Evie, I need the loving warmth 
of your spontaneous hug. 
I need your friendly conversation of 
daily life, Don, which you offer so natu-
rally, making the most of what life has 
given you. 
Dorothy, I need the mental challenge 
of Scrabble games. Did you know that? 
And Jean, that bit of "mothering" 
expressed in your concern that we arrive 
home safely—I need that too. 
I need to think in different ways about 
many things. Do you know you are 
helping me do that? I came to stand in 
the gap. You are standing in the gap for 
me. I came to meet needs, but I too am 
needy. Thank you for giving me chal-
lenge, encouragement, friendship, accept-
ance, and love. These are my needs. 
They're really no different than yours. 







.by Dave Brubaker 
The extent of the destruct ion be-
came starkly obvious as we ap-
proached the east coast of Nicara-
gua. We were on the road to Rama , 
300 kilometers east of the capital city 
of Managua . O n October 22nd of 
last year, Hurr icane Joan ' s 125 mile 
per hour winds and torrential rains 
f lat tened mos t of the simple wooden 
houses in the region. But the poo r— 
whose degree of resourcefulness far 
exceeds their level of income—quick-
ly rebuilt using whatever materials 
r e m a i n e d , inc lud ing plas t ic and 
thatch. 
I visited the east coast of Nicara-
gua in Apr i l—approx ima te ly six 
months after one of history's most 
power fu l hurr icanes left at least 
300,000 Nicaraguans homeless. Sev-
eral hundred Brethren in Christ f rom 
the east coast region returned after 
the s torm passed to find their homes 
either destroyed or severely dam-
aged. The Board for Brotherhood 
Concerns of our Nor th American 
church wanted to assist these bro th-
ers and sisters, and had asked me to 
visit Nicaragua to discuss the details 
of a rebuilding project with a recon-
struction committee of the Nicara-
guan church. 
On the drive f r o m Managua to 
R a m a with three members of the 
reconstruction committee (Enrique 
Palac ios , Na te Bert , a n d R o g e r 
Guevara) , I saw many temporary 
shacks with plastic walls and thatch 
roofs. Other families were still living 
in tents that had been provided as 
emergency shelters by the Red Cross 
and the army. But there was also 
evidence of more substantial rebuild-
ing. Many one- or two-room wooden 
houses were under construction, com-
plete with roofs made f r o m donated 
tin. 1 observed several new houses 
where families were living in one 
sec t ion—sur rounded by plastic— 
while they waited for resources to 
complete the walls. 
A f t e r a r r i v i n g in R a m a , we 
Above—A middle-class home in Blue-
fields which lost its roof to Hurricane 
Joan. 
Left—This Soviet freighter was beached 
30 feet above the normal level of the river 
by the hurricane. 
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boarded an old passenger ferry for 
the eight-hour trip downriver to the 
coastal town of Bluefields. Along the 
way we passed a large freighter that 
had been left high and dry after the 
hurricane's waters receded—beached 
on dry ground at least 30 feet above 
the normal water level! 
The city of Bluefields received the 
full shock of Hurricane Joan's on-
slaught. Oxfam America estimates 
that this city of 38,000 people was 95 
percent destroyed by the high winds 
and fierce rains. A substantial brick 
school on the edge of town had been 
significantly damaged, but we were 
encouraged to see builders attempt-
ing to finish repairs before the rainy 
season began. 
We visited the Brethren in Christ 
congregation in Bluefields, and talked 
with the pastor. The church build-
ing, which has been rebuilt, now 
houses three or four homeless Breth-
ren in Christ families. Virtually all of 
the Brethren in Christ families in 
that region lost most or all of their 
possessions and homes, as did their 
neighbors. Yet I again admired the 
tenacity of those who were erecting 
new homes just yards away f rom 
where their previous houses had 
been swept off their foundations. 
The major obstacle to rebuilding 
after the hurricane is not a lack of 
labor or of resourcefulness. It is 
instead a lack of material and of 
financing. While many European 
countries responded quickly to the 
needs after the hurricane, the U.S. 
government (usually the largest 
donor in cases of major disasters) 
refused to provide any assistance. 
Fortunately, some private organiza-
tions also responded, including MCC, 
World Relief of the National Asso-
ciation of Evangelicals and a Catholic 
group called "Quest for Peace." 
Despite the excellent work of each 
of these groups, even more is still 
needed. Since there are a number of 
Brethren in Christ churches in the 
Rama and Bluefields area, Nicara-
guan church leaders decided to or-
ganize a Brethren in Christ "Re-
construction Committee" to assist 
primarily the Brethren in Christ vic-
tims of the hurricane. The commit-
tee organized soon after the hurri-
cane last October, and was encour-
aged by a visit f rom Gene Madeira in 
late November / ea r l y December . 
Gene, who had served in Nicaragua 
for a year in the early 1980s, brought 
back a proposal f rom the committee 
for a reconstruction project. 
The proposal went through sev-
eral drafts in the following months 
as the committee visited the region 
and collected more data. The com-
mittee also carried out small-scale 
food distribution projects and dis-
tributed donated tin in the affected 
area. The tin came from a conserva-
tive Mennonite organization known 
as "TGS, International/ ' and was 
provided to 286 families and to nine 
Brethren in Christ churches by the 
reconstruction committee. 
My visit in April (17-22), was 
scheduled to correspond with a visit 
by Rich Sider of M C C and to permit 
on-site negotiation of the details of 
the project. The committee's pro-
posal is ambitious—they hope to 
build 600 new homes (of wood or 
pre-fab cement) at a cost of approx-
imately $1,700 per house. Labor 
would be donated by the families 
receiving the homes, with material 
and oversight provided by the com-
mittee. Donated tin would continue 
to come from TGS, International. 
The executive committee of the 
Board for Brotherhood Concerns, in 
consul tat ion with staff f rom the 
Board for World Missions and MCC, 
has agreed to provide seed money of 
$2,000 per month for at least one 
year to this project. This money will 
be used to cover the costs of some 
materials, transportation, and some 
Some families cordon off a small area of 
their home with plastic while they wait 
for resources to complete the walls. 
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Debris left by Hurricane Joan still litters tl 
streets and canals of Bluefields. These cement pre-fab homes are similar to the committee's proposal. 
administrative and supervisory costs. 
The committee is also seeking other 
sources of income which would per-
mit it to expand the project to its full 
scope. 
According to action of the board, 
these funds will come from the World 
Hunger Fund. In the past, the World 
Hunger Fund has been used primar-
ily for the relief of hunger and devel-
opment of food projects. However, 
the board felt that in this case the 
urgent need of our N ica raguan 
brothers and sisters for adequate 
housing constituted an appropriate 
use of this fund. The first installment 
of $2,000 was sent to the committee 
in June, and this will continue at 
least through June of 1990. 
Several churches and individuals 
have already contributed to this long-
term reconstruction project. If you 
would also like to do so, simply 
increase your giving to the World 
Hunger Fund through your local 
church. You may also send desig-
nated giving to Cooperative Minis-
tries, P.O. Box 450, Mechanicsburg, 
Pa. 17055, or P.O. Box 207, Vine-
land, Ont. LOR 2C0. If you indicate 
Even before this project began, the 
Board of Brotherhood Concerns pro-
vided $3,000 emergency assistance to 
the committee. 
that your gift is for "Nicaragua 
Housing," all of your contribution 
will be applied to this project. Checks 
should be payable to the "World 
Hunger Fund." 
If you would like more informa-
tion about this special project, please 
contact the Board for Brotherhood 
Concerns office, P .O. Box 450, 
Mount Joy, Pa. 17552 (phone 717-
653-8251). We are also cooperating 
with the reconstruction committee 
in Nicaragua to recruit one or two 
teams of volunteers to assist in the 
rebuilding process. If you would be 
interested in spending two weeks in 
Nicaragua (at your own expense) 
and have basic carpentry skills, please 
contact our office. • 
Dave Brubaker is executive director of the 
Board for Brotherhood Concerns. 
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Wesley Due wel's book. Touch the 
World Through Prayer, has gone 
through ten printings and is coming out 
in Japanese, Korean, Spanish, German, 
and Tamil. He was a missionary with 
OMS in India for 25 years, where, he 
says, "we were driven again and again to 
prayer, fasting, and crying out to God 
for spiritual breakthrough." He was the 
editor of Revival, a monthly magazine 
published in 12 languages. He was chair-
man of the Evangelical Fellowship of 
India and then became president of 
OMS International, Greenwood, Ind. 
He now leads retreats and gives himself 
primarily to writing. His next book is 
Ablaze for God, a study of spiritual 
leadership. 
With so many books about prayer on 
the market, why have you written yours? 
What's different about your approach? 
It would seem foolish for me to think 
of adding to the list of substantial books 
on prayer that have been written over 
the years, except for a strong sense of the 
constraint and guidance of the Holy 
Spirit. Many of the popular books on 
prayer seem to be superficial, rather 
than true manuals. 
Touch the World Through Prayer 
(Zondervan, 1986) was written as a 
rather detailed manual on intercession, 
with particular emphasis on world har-
vest. It treats prayer as a serious work 
and not just a casual pastime. It has been 
my hope that God would use it to focus 
a greatly increased volume of prayer for 
missions, world harvest, and revival, 
and that all evangelical missionary or-
ganizations would benefit. 
As a missionary, what unique per-
spectives do you bring to prayer? 
As a missionary for 25 years in North 
India, a comparatively unresponsive 
area, I have realized that there is abso-
lutely no alternative to prayer, if we 
want to see large spiritual harvest. The 
evangelical public seems blind to the 
tremendous privilege and power of inter-
cession. I have also sensed how difficult 
it is to motivate solid commitments to 
stated periods of daily, serious interces-
sion for missions. 
How is prayer tied to missions? 
Intercessory prayer is absolutely in-
dispensable to each missionary, if he or 
she desires to accomplish lasting spirit-
ual results. It is absolutely indispensable 
in cross-cultural evangelism, church 
planting, and in producing and main-
taining a live, soul-winning church. 
Much missionary work is comparatively 
wasted because it is inadequately covered 
with prayer. Enough gospel literature is 
distributed each year to win millions, 
but results are comparatively meager 
because it is backed by so little prayer. 
Christian radio is penetrating almost all 
lands, but has comparatively meager 
results because it is not undergirded and 
saturated by adequate prayer. 
There is no simple mathematical for-
mula that so many hours of prayer bring 
so many souls to Christ. We cannot earn 
spiritual results. But it is absolutely 
essential to prepare the way of the 
Lord—and intercession is the most ef-
fective, and often the major or only way, 
to prepare the way of the Lord. If we 
could only amass greatly increased prayer 
support for all our work, we could see 
greatly multiplied results and miracle 
harvest and revival. 
Do you see any signs of more effective 
prayer for missions? 
It seems to me that God is speaking to 
many organizations, missions, and de-
nominations to put new priority and 
much increased emphasis upon harvest 
and upon intercession. I am humbled 
and almost overwhelmed at the many 
organizations who have made use of 
Touch the World Through Prayer. I am 
even more overwhelmed at testimony 
after testimony of how God is using the 
book to "revolutionize" and "completely 
transform" the lives of missionaries and 
lay people. Many are reading it for the 
second and third times, and some for the 
fourth time. 
What can mission agencies do to 
promote prayer? 
Missionary agencies must give prior-
ity to prayer throughout their entire 
organizations, beginning with adminis-
trators, home staff, field missionaries, 
national churches, and homeland con-
stituencies. Too much commitment to 
prayer is more nominal than actual. 
Until we have leaders who are prayer 
warriors, the mission staff are likely to 
be casual about prayer. The fire of the 
Spirit must burn in the leader if it is to 
burn throughout the work. 
What makes it so hard for us to pray 
effectively? 
The less we pray, the harder it seems 
to pray. We permit our lives to become 
so secularized through TV, newspapers, 
work, and hobbies that we have neither 
hunger nor time for prayer. The shal-
lowness of our walk with God leaves us 
with no spiritual hunger and thirst in the 
presence of God. We have lost the nor-
mal spiritual thrill and appetite that is 
commonly found in new believers on 
our fields. It is often easier to get new 
converts to fast, spend a night in prayer, 
or give serious priority to prayer than it 
is to get mission leaders, mission candi-
dates, and missionaries to do so. 
How do you evaluate the prayer life 
of today's missionaries? 
The prayer life of most missionary 
candidates is deplorably inadequate for 
the work they hope to do for God. 
Many have rarely known the meaning 
of real prayer burdens for others, or for 
Christian work; intercession with tears 
for others, wrestling in prayer as the 
New Testament describes; or prayer 
warfare. 
Missionaries, if they survive the first 
term, tend to be more prayerful than 
candidates. They are driven to prayer if 
they seek spiritual results, if they con-
front the demonic, or if they work in 
resistant or semi-closed areas. 
While pastoring a union missionary 
church in India, I made a survey of 600 
or more missionaries of all denomina-
tions and found they spent an average of 
45 minutes a day in prayer. I believe all 
missionaries long to be more effective in 
prayer. Most long-term missionaries give 
lip service to the indispensability of 
prayer. There seems to be less spiritual 
depth and commitment in some of the 
short-termers. 
This article was reprinted from Pulse, 
Volume 24, No. 1, with permission of Evan-
gelical Missions Information Service, Box 
794, Wheaton, IL 60189. 
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od at work in our world 
God initiates; 
men respond 
Jay Smith—Thies, Senegal 
Shortly after our arrival back from 
furlough, a man from the church here in 
Thies said he knew of a Catholic man in 
a village not far away who wanted to 
have Bible study with someone. So 
Steve Vannah, Barry Laube, and I made 
the trip to the village of N'Gaundiane, 
about 20 miles away. 
We introduced ourselves to the village 
elders in the public square. We told 
them we were sent from God to teach 
stories from his Book about God and his 
prophets and especially about Jesus 
Christ. We said that they needed to hear 
what God had to say to them. Although 
they are of the Serer tribe, we told them 
we wanted to tell those stories in the 
Wolof language. And would they please 
like to come the next Sunday morning 
to hear the first story—about creation 
and the sin of man. 
They discussed this proposal among 
themselves and finally concluded that 
we could come the next Sunday to tell 
our story to some of them, who would 
then tell the rest of the village what they 
thought of it all. 
That first Sunday we arrived about 10 
minutes ahead of the appointed hour to 
find about 25 older men waiting for us in 
the sunshine of the square. They wel-
comed us immediately and brought out 
three very nice chairs from one of the 
houses for us to use. Barry led the pray-
ers, and I read from the Scriptures. Then 
Steve taught the lesson on creation and 
the fall of man, preceded by an introduc-
tion to the Bible. During all that time, 
the group was completely quiet, except 
for a grunt here and there to acknowl-
edge a point. At the end, we prayed on 
our knees with our hands palms up. The 
men followed our example. 
After the meeting, the men crowded 
around us to see the Scriptures, which 
we were carrying (along with the Bible 
lesson) in a clean cloth to show rever-
ence. We had copies of the Bible or New 
Testament in Hebrew, Greek, English, 
French, Wolof, and Serer. They asked 
us to leave the French, Wolof, and Serer 
copies with their chief for the week so 
they could look them over and reread 
the story they had just heard. 
In the weeks that have followed that 
original visit, we have continued to have 
good interest in the Bible study. An 
average of 15-16 men attend, literally 
sitting at our feet in the sand of the 
village square while we tower over them 
in the three nice chairs. We are using the 
chronological method of going through 
the Bible. Mboup, our lauguage helper 
in Thies, puts the story into Wolof early 
in the week, and we go over it with him 
to make sure the meaning is correct and 
clear. 
We have discovered that all the men 
are Muslim except the one Catholic fel-
low whose desire for Bible study origi-
nally brought us to this village. And all 
are leaders of the community—just the 
target group we have dreamed of reach-
ing! This is all rather new to us; please 
pray for us in this endeavor. 
" . . . I will build 
my church . . ." 
Frank Kipe— Waynesboro, 
Pennsylvania 
It was my privilege to minister again 
in Zambia and Zimbabwe for three and 
a half weeks in April and May. I was 
thrilled and inspired to see what God is 
doing there. I shared for four days with 
more than 90 pastors and spouses and 
other church leaders in a renewal con-
ference at Sikalongo Bible Institute. We 
studied, prayed, sang, and fellowshiped 
together. This group represented more 
than 110 churches and worship centers 
of the Brethren in Christ in Zambia. 
Fully two-thirds of these pastors are 
men who were not in leadership 11 years 
ago when Pat and I left Zambia. I mar-
vel at the spiritual maturity of this young 
leadership. We wrestled with Bible inter-
pretation and exposition. We discussed 
leadership and followership. We strate-
gized for evangelism and outreach. We 
talked about church organization and 
administration. We discussed doctrinal 
issues as they relate to culture and tradi-
tion. We prayed for the needy, the hurt-
ing, the backsliders, and new Christians. 
We asked questions about missionary 
recruitment and about pension plans for 
retired church workers. 
Never once do I recall anyone doubt-
ing the survival of the church because of 
difficult economic or social conditions. 
There was an atmosphere of hope and 
confidence. Faith and vision were evi-
dent. Cooperation and trust could be 
felt among us. There are struggles and 
disappointments. There is plenty of rea-
son to grow weary. But the church is 
alive and well! 
India Brethren in 
Christ churches 
hold peace seminar 
R. S. Lemuel,—Jadcherla, India 
About 30 people took part March 
31-April 1 in a peace education seminar 
in the Madhipura Brethren in Christ 
area. 
Topics included the Mennonites and 
their position on peace; the way of peace 
in the biblical perspective; MCC's posi-
tion on peace, non-resistance, and jus-
tice; and non-violence in Indian culture. 
Material was also introduced con-
cerning International Mennonite Peace 
Committee, Christian Peacemaker 
Teams, and the international study on 
Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of 
Creation. 
Participants raised a variety of ques-
tions, reports R. S. Lemuel, member 
from India on International Mennonite 
Peace Committee. 
For example: How can the church, 
being a small unit of believers, influence 
the larger society of India? Is it right to 
wage wars since in the Old Testament 
Israel had wars? How can our peace 
activity bring peace to society? On the 
whole, the participants were inspired 
and were challenged to involvement in 
peace activity through the church and 
through society. 
continued on page 19 
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Missions 
Mtshabezi Mission Hospital 
by R. D. Boyd, M.D. 
Mtshabezi Hospital is located in Mata-
beleland South, Zimbabwe, approximate-
ly 115 kilometers southeast of Bulawayo 
and about 45 kilometers northeast of 
Gwanda. The hospital services an area 
estimated to be between 40,000 and 
50,000 people encompassing both the 
Umzingwane and Gwanda Districts, as 
the hospital straddles the border be-
tween the two regional areas. The ma-
jority of the people are subsistence farm-
ers and herders, but there are also some 
small business centers, some commer- ' 
cial ranches, and a few large mines to the 
south. There is no large industry and no 
large municipality. The hospital also 
serves as a regional base for village 
health and community health care as 
well as its designated ministry of pri-
mary health care. 
The hospital is under the auspices of 
the Brethren in Christ Church of Zim-
babwe. Major administrative decisions 
are made by the church's medical ad-
ministrative committee, directly respon-
sible to the executive board and the 
bishop of the church. 
The hospital is indebted to the govern-
ment of the Republic of Zimbabwe, and 
to its Ministry of Health for day-to-day 
staffing needs and operational costs. 
The majority of the hospital staff are 
salaried by the government, either 
through the Ministry of Health or by 
way of the mission payroll. In addition, 
most medicines and daily expenses are 
provided by a monthly allotment from 
the government. This funding is abso-
lutely essential for the continued opera-
tion of the hospital. 
Christian Care of Zimbabwe, the 
Zimbabwe Freedom from Hunger Cam-
paign, and a variety of North American 
churches and many concerned individu-
als continue to supply both material 
goods and needed funds for special proj-
ects as well as daily miscellaneous ex-
penses. Each of these sources plays a 
very special part in the continued minis-
try of the hospital. Such contributions 
enable the hospital to remain fully oper-
ational, and an effort is made to upgrade 
the level of health care. 
Routine pediatric and adult medical 
illnesses are treated at the hospital; full 
obstetric care is also available to the 
patients, including Caesarean section. 
Most of the major surgery is performed 
under spinal anesthesia, but the scope 
and extent of such surgery is limited due 
to the lack of trained personnel. A whole 
gamut of outpatient and major surgical 
procedures are offered including frac-
ture care and dental extractions. More 
urgent cases and more serous diagnosis 
and therapeutic problems are referred 
either to Gwanda or Bulawayo. The 
hospital also serves as the local center 
for review of psychiatric diseases and 
tuberculosis patients, the latter forming 
a significant percentage of the inpatient 
workload. 
Staff from the hospital conduct out-
reach clinics in seven regional locations 
for well-baby care and maternal health. 
Once each week an antenatal clinic, 
which has an ever increasing attend-
ance, is held at the hospital. Twice 
weekly medical mini-lectures are pre-
sented to the staff as a matter of continu-
ing medical education. 
Laboratory services are available, but 
the equipment is antiquated and in need 
of replacement. Fluoroscopy is lacking, 
but the hospital has a qualified radiolog-
ical technician. There is not a similarly 
trained person for the laboratory. Pa-
tients requiring sophisticated diagnostic 
studies are referred to Bulawayo. Alter-
natively, appropriate lab specimens are 
sent to referral lab, which takes about 3 
to 4 weeks turnaround time. Gwanda 
Hospital offers ultrasonography on a 
limited basis, and use is made of such 
testing there. 
Because of the increasing incidence of 
AIDS, the hospital no longer gives 
transfusions from unscreened donors. 
Should a transfusion be needed, the 
patient is either sent to Gwanda or 
blood is obtained from the Gwanda 
laboratory. At present no blood is kept 
at the hospital. 
October, November, and December 
of 1987 brought a significant measles 





no encephalitis. Some of the children 
who were affected had been immunized 
before nine months of age. However, the 
majority were those children who were 
not immunized at all during the time of 
the war for independence and the subse-
quent unrest of the early 'SOs. They did 
have a significant number of malaria 
cases in April and May, but the case 
load was minimal compared with the 
northeastern part of the country. 
During 1988 four student nurses from 
United Bulawayo Hospital had rota-
tions at Mtshabezi. Five medical stu-
dents (two from Zimbabwe, one from 
Ireland, and two from the U.S.A.) spent 
varying lengths of time in study at 
Mtshabezi. 
One internal medicine resident from 
the U.S.A. spent time in study at Mtsha-
bezi. In addition five state registered 
nurses (SRN) were added to the staff 
(two from Zimbabwe, three from the 
U.S.A.). This is most significant since 
they had only one SRN for the first five 
months of 1988. They are most thankful. 
It is hoped that there will be a resump-
tion of physician visits to rural health 
clinics in 1989. This was curtailed in late 
1987 because of the heavy workload at 
the hospital and lack of SRNs then. It is 
also hoped to improve x-ray and labora-
tory service, to fill vacant posts (one 
SRN, three state certified nurses) with 
qualified staff, secure a second full-time 
doctor, maintain a high quality of all 
aspects of medical care, and maintain a 
strong Christian testimony in service 
and outreach. 
At the end of 1988 the staff was aug-
mented by the arrival of Dr. Arthur and 
Helen Dick from British Columbia, 
Canada. 
Dr. Boyd is the medical officer in charge at 
Mtshabezi Hospital. This article was reprint-
ed from Good Words. 
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G o d a t w o r k . . . 
continued from page 17 
Phumula Mission Hospital 
by Mthandazo Ncube and Shirley Frymire 
Phumula Mission Hospital is in Mata-
beleland North province, Zimbabwe, 20 
kilometers from the Wankie Game Re-
serve border. It is 210 kilometers north-
west of Bulawayo by way of Tsholotsho, 
the last 94 kilometers being dust road. It 
is the only mission hospital in the Tsho-
lotsho district, a district of 150,000 peo-
ple. Until recently there was no doctor at 
Tsholotsho. With a doctor now at Tsho-
lotsho, it is possible to refer very ill 
patients from Phumula when necessary. 
The mission and hospital are sur-
rounded by villages and provides the 
only postal service for many of the area 
primary and secondary schools. There 
are many tall mkusu trees, though the 
land is sandy and dry like desert. Just off 
the mission boundary is one sole trader 
running a small shop, a police station, 
and an agricultural center. The place is 
remote with irregular bus service due to 
poor roads. There is no entertainment at 
all. We thank the Lord that recently 
busses have started passing through the 
mission again, which is a better conven-
ience for patients and staff. 
The hospital is a medical center where 
people come for help. The staff offers 
medical and spiritual care. Since the 
Gettles left last June, there is need for a 
doctor at the mission. However, the 
Lord has brought to the staff an admin-
istrator, two state certified nurses (SCN), 
three nurses'aides, and a state registered 
nurse (SRN) with her husband. At the 
end of 1988, the staff consists of two 
SRNs, four SCNs, eight nurses' aides, 
an administrator, three maintenance 
men, a cook, and a driver. Mr. Godfrey 
Moyo is the administrator, assisted by 
Don Frymire. 
During 1988 the workload was greatly 
increased due to the people being re-
settled nearby in late 1987, refugees 
returning from Botswana, and the heavy 
incidence of malaria. During the year 
there were 1,353 inpatients (totalling 
6,818 inpatient days), and 14,304 outpa-
tient cases (totalling 19,269 outpatient 
attendances). 
Daily devotions are conducted mid-
morning before the staff begins to see 
the outpatients. The staff also prays at 
the bedside of patients in need and 
counsels those with particular problems. 
Mr. Msindo Moyo, an Ekuphileni Bible 
(EBI) graduate, has helped with the 
preaching for the last 20 years. His con-
tinuing faithfulness is an example to 
both old and young. 
The administrator, three nurses' aides 
and a maintenance man are also EBI 
graduates and exert a good influence on 
the hospital and community. Rev. Mth-
ombeni, the overseer of the Gwaai Dis-
trict, whose home is on the mission, also 
supports and helps to guide the spiritual 
ministry of the hospital, but a chaplain is 
very much needed to help in contacting 
patients and in follow-up work. 
In the area around Phumula Mission 
Hospital there are many people who 
need the gospel, but there are few labor-
ers for the ripe harvest. Also many peo-
ple are still babies spiritually who take 
milk as the Apostle Paul says. There is a 
need for strong Christians to help feed 
the weak with meat and for dedicated 
Christians to set a good example of 
Christian living. 
Please pray for Phumula Mission and 
ask the Lord to send Christian staff to 
stand in this needy gap. 
Phumula Mission Hospital has a num-
ber of urgent needs for which special 
prayer is requested. They are in great 
need of a new ambulance. The present 
one is a 1981 Toyota with 158,000 
kilometers of driving over very rough 
roads. The cost of a new ambulance is 
approximately $ 15,000 to $20,000 (U.S.) 
There is also need for upgrading the 
water system and also need for added 
staff housing and the upgrading of the 
hospital. The population is growing, 
resulting in more usage of medical facili-
ties. Sometimes there are more patients 
than the hospital and staff can handle. 
Phumula Mission needs your prayers 
and support. 
This article has been reprintedfrom Good 
Words with editorial change and additional 




into the ministry 
Amazwi Amahle (newsletter for the 
Zimbabwe Brethren in Christ Church)— 
March 1989) 
Phumula Brethren in Christ Church 
was well attended on February 12,1989, 
when two of our middle-aged men gave 
themselves to the ministry of spreading 
the gospel more fully than they had been 
able to do previously. Indeed, the Lord 
is calling many into the field for the 
harvest. 
Mankani Moyo has pastored the 
Phumula Church since 1981, but with 
many limitations since he was not li-
censed. He is 36 years old. Autson 
Moyo, age 40, is a member of the church 
growth team. Along with three others, 
he has visited many villages and churches, 
seeking those who want to know the 
Lord. The church rejoices to have these 
people obey the call to be ministers of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Phumula Church of the Brethren in 
Christ was built immediately after the 
war of independence. Because of the 
war, there was a great influx of people 
from rural areas into the city of Bula-
wayo seeking protection and security. 
These people needed a place to worship. 
Some attended the Mpopoma Brethren 
in Christ Church while others attended 
the Apostolic Faith Church. The long 
distances required to get to these places 
of worship compelled the group to begin 
meeting under the leadership of Man-
kani Moyo in 1981. 
A request was soon made to the 
municipality, which granted permission 
for the group to build the Phumula 
Church on the site where it stands today. 
Dedication of the church took place in 
1983. The church was estimated to hold 
300 people when it was first built, 
though there were few people initially. 
Today the attendance is more than dou-
ble the capacity of the sanctuary, and it 
is becoming increasingly difficult to ac-
commodate all the people who want to 
come to services. 
The Lord is blessing the work at 
Phumula Church, and we give glory to 
God for what he has done and is doing. 
[Note—The Phumula Church is only 
one of nine Brethren in Christ churches 
in the city of Bulawayo, a metropolis of 
approximately 500,000 people.] • 
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Polity core course taught tl 
The Navajo Mission, in its quiet 
secluded New Mexico setting, was just 
right for six students and the instructor 
to focus intently on the doctrinal com-
mitments, structure patterns, and minis-
try approaches of the Brethren in Christ 
Church. Don Shafer, the instructor, 
gave opportunity for lively discussion 
and honest inquiry during the 25 hours 
of class spread over four days. 
As Glenn Ginder noted in introduc-
ing the participants at a fellowship meal 
hosted by the Navajo congregation, two 
were pastors from the Pacific Confer-
ence (Bill Maher and Jack McClane), 
two were Midwest Conference pastors 
(Ron Bowell and Phil Swisher), one was 
exploring ministry possibilities as a 
member of the staff at Navajo Mission 
(Jeff Sechrist), and one from Kansas 
was processing his first pastoral assign-
ment (Danny Jantz). 
George and Ethel Bundy, Mission 
superintendent, with the help from Jeff 
summer at Navajo Mission 
and Connie Sechrist and some of the 
family members who accompanied the 
students, provided delightful hospital-
ity. The value of the course was ex-
pressed in this testimonial from the 
students. 
"Twenty-five hours of lecture and dia-
logue with Don Shafer, General Con-
ference Secretary and Bishop Glenn 
Ginder represented a grand, though 
rare, opportunity for six of us who are 
either new pastors in the Brethren in 
Christ Church or aspiring to be. 
"With individual sessions lasting three 
hours in length, the opportunity for in-
depth analysis and information brought 
us to an understanding of the Brethren 
in Christ Church and its mission which 
otherwise might have taken years to 
achieve. 
"As ministers and ministerial appli-
cants, how gratifying to be taught by 
and to affirm such good, godly, and 
seasoned leadership." 
Brethren in Christ Polity 
Core Course taught by Don Shafer 
Messiah College—Oct 17-18,1989 
For students or persons in the ministerial credentialling process, this 
condensed course will meet ordination requirements. Car pools within a 
400-500 mile radius could reduce costs. 
For information, call the Board for Ministry and Doctrine office, (316) 
721-4727, or write P.O. Box9587, Wichita, KS 67277 for enrollment forms 




The Air Hill congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., 
had a Galilean service on June 25 at a local pond. 
A pastoral installation service and a "pound the 
preacher" grocery shower were held July 9 for 
Gerald and Lucille Wingert("a pound o f t h i s a n d a 
pound of that"). • The Big Valley congregation. 
Belleville, Pa., had a father-son banquet on June 
20. • Lynda Gephart has become full-time Direc-
tor of Christian Education for the Carlisle, Pa., 
congregation. Average attendance at VBS was 
277. The offering went for the printing of books in 
Tonga and for two bicycles for Zambia. 
On June 30—July 4, the Cedar Grove congrega-
tion, Mifflintown, Pa., participated in family 
camp at the Christian Retreat Center. Rowland 
Shank spoke July 9 on "healing of memories." • 
The Chambersburg, Pa., congregation has an-
nounced a change in Sunday school curriculum 
for grades 1-8 from Gospel Light to Wesleyan 
Biblical Studies. On June 3 and 4, the Musical 
Kids presented "King's Kids." • The Colyer con-
gregation, Centre Hall, Pa., held a VBS on June 
19-23. A five-week Good News Club concluded on 
June 1. • On Sunday evenings in July and August, 
the Cumberland Valley congregation. Dillsburg, 
Pa., heard a six-part series on "The Holiness of 
God" by R. C. Sproul. Shirley Johnson, a "tent-
maker" home on furlough from Thailand, shared 
on July 23. 
On June 11, the junior choir of the Dillsburg, 
Pa., congregation presented the musical "Little 
Big Lunch." The film series "Dangerous Journey" 
began on June 4 for the summer Sunday school. • 
Greg Deardorff f rom Asbury Seminary served 
f rom May 30—Aug. 14 as summer intern with the 
Fairview Ave. congregation, Waynesboro, Pa. 
Devee and Jan Boyd, missionaries from Zim-
babwe, spoke on June 17,18. • After the service on 
June 25, the Five Forks congregation. Waynes-
boro, packed up for a day at Christian Retreat 
Center. Thirty-eight persons were up to date with 
their reading through the Bible in a year plan as of 
June 11. 
A slip 'n' slide, scavenger hunt, Bible trivia tour-
nament, potluck luncheon, tug of war, and tube 
races were features of the Grantham, Pa., congre-
gation's July 23 picnic. Five students from the 
church participated in overseas summer missions. 
• The Hanover, Pa., congregation had a married 
couples retreat June 9-11 at the Penn-Del Confer-
ence Center near Carlisle. Assemblies of God Rev. 
John Hammercheck and his wife were resource 
persons. The women's ministries sponsored a meal 
for fathers on June 24. • The Hollowell congrega-
tion youth group, Waynesboro, Pa., sponsored a 
"happening" on July 13 and a weekend retreat 
July 28-30 at Sonderosa Campgrounds. 
The Iron Springs congregation, Fairfield, Pa., 
recently completed the Abraham prayer training 
G R A D E videos. • The Locust Grove congrega-
tion, York, Pa., ran a VBS June 26-30. The 
Women in Touch group sponsored a family picnic 
on June 18. • Thirty people of the Marsh Creek 
congregation, Howard, Pa., enjoyed a father-son 
breakfast on June 18. On June II , the children 
released approximately 100 balloons carrying the 
John 3:16 message. • Edith Miller, on furlough 
from Zambia, spoke June 25 to the Martinsburg, 
Pa., congregation. Ron Carmevali was Bible 
School speaker. June 26-30. 
Evangelical Visitor 
On July 30, a group of international students 
from Messiah College presented a program for the 
Mechanicsburg, Pa., congregation. A finger food 
fellowship concluded the evening. • William Hoke 
spoke to the Messiah Village congregation, 
Mechanicsburg, on June 25. • The Montgomery 
church, near Upton, Pa., had as its VBS goal $700 
fo ra new roof for the Ridgevuechurch, Etters, Pa. 
They exceeded the goal by $300. • "Under the Tent 
of His Love" was the VBS theme June 19-23 for 
the Morning Hour Chapel congregation. East Ber-
lin, Pa. The movie "Second Step" was shown at a 
June 11 graduation banquet. 
Bishop Kipe made his annual visit on July 2 to 
the Mt. Rock congregation, Shippensburg, Pa. 
On June 11, the children gave the musical "Desti-
nation Promised Land ."* On Sept. 1, Christina 
Albright will begin duties as pastor of Christian 
education for the New Guilford congregation. 
Chambersburg, Pa. She has nine years teaching 
experience and a Master of Divinity from Eastern 
Mennonite Seminary. The congregation worshiped 
during the summer months in their air-conditioned 
multi-purpose building. • Bob and Mary Lou 
Hamway were installed July 2 as pastoral couple 
of the Peace Light church, McKnightstown, Pa. 
"He is the Master of the Universe" was the VBS 
theme June 26-30 for the children of the Roseglen 
church, Duncannon, Pa. • On June 18, the Spring 
Hope congregation, Schellsburg, Pa., installed 
Samuel and Sarah Oldham as pastoral couple. • 
The summer sermon series for the Van Lear con-
gregation, Williamsport, Md., was on the book of 
Ephesians. Beginning June 25, the congregation 
collected food and money for the local food bank. 
• The West Shore congregation, Mechanicsburg, 
Pa., had a church picnic on June 24 at the Creek-
view Recreation Area. 
Atlantic Conference 
On June 24, the Community Bible congrega-
tion, Sarasota, Fla., had a father-son cookout at 
the church. • Children's Day was celebrated June 
11 by the Conoy congregation, Elizabethtown, 
Pa., with music and family participation. Tim 
Giles, on leave from church planting in Caracas, 
Venezuela, spoke to the congregation recently 
about his work. • Aug. 1 was the projected ground 
breaking date for construction of a $100,000 handi-
cap entrance for the Cross Roads church, Mt. Joy, 
Pa. The Continental Singers gave an outdoor con-
cert on July 9. • On June 21, Allen and Leoda 
Buckwalter gave a slide presentation to the Eliza-
bethtown, Pa., congregation on Buddhism. The 
Maranatha Players presented "Godspell"on July 
2 in a combined morning service. 
The Children's Choir of the Fairland church, 
Cleona, Pa., gave two "Psalty" mini-musicals on 
June 11. • On June 11, the Fellowship Chapel 
congregation, Bronx, N.Y., sponsored the Jews 
for Jesus "Christ in the Passover" service. • Char-
lie B. Byers was speaker for the June 18 father-son 
breakfast of the Free Grace church, Millersburg, 
Pa. A gospel concert with Lee and Jennifer 
Shaffer was June 25. • The teens of the Holden 
Park congregation, Sarasota, Fla., planned a car 
wash for June 10. • Paul Reefer began June 12 as 
Director of Administration and Congregational 
Life for the Lancaster, Pa., congregation. The 
churchbegana Let's Eat Together(LET)program 
to help welcome newcomers. 
In June the Manor congregation, Mountville, 
Pa., began the film series "Origins" dealing with 
the creation-evolution controversy. On June 11, 
Tom Hippie spoke to the Sunday school classes on 






The Board of Directors of Lifeline 
Ministries of San Francisco, Inc., an-
nounces the appointment of Luann 
Zercher as Director of Ministry at Life-
line, effective September 1,1989. Luann's 
primary responsibility will be to give 
leadership to the ministry to homeless 
and abused women served by the Life-
line Womens' Shelter. Luann will join 
Sheron Brunner, who was appointed as 
Administrative Director for Lifeline in 
June of this year. 
Luann graduated in 1987 with a Mas-
ters of Divinity degree from United 
Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio. 
During seminary training Luann served 
for a year in a women's prison, provid-
ing individual and group counseling 
services. She also served as student pas-
tor of the Fairview Brethren in Christ 
Church in Englewood, Ohio, for one 
year. 
Since graduation, Luann has served 
as a chaplain in the Dayton/ Montgom-
ery (Ohio) County jail, and as associate 
pastor of St. Paul United Methodist 
Church of Dayton, Ohio. Luann and 
her husband Dick are members of the 
Fairview Brethren in Christ Church. 
Manheim, Pa., had "come as you are" Sunday on 
June 4, beginning with continental breakfast and 
ending with a 6:00 salad supper. • On July 9, 
Shirley Johnson, Thailand missionary, showed 
slides to the Mt. Pleasant congregation, Mt. Joy, 
Pa. • July 2 was Youth Sunday for the Palmyra, 
Pa., congregation. The speaker was Steve Kreider 
from Grantham. 
Several of the balloons launched on June 11 by 
the children of the Pequea congregation, Lancas-
ter, Pa., landed in Delaware and Maryland. Thir-
teen persons were baptized and 27 received as 
members in June. • Joe and Marietta Smith spoke 
in the first of four missions emphasis services for 
the Refton, Pa., congregation. Don and Eunice 
Warfel, with Jungle Aviation and Radio Service 
Center (Wycliffe) concluded the series on June 25. 
Summer missions volunteers were commissioned 
on June 11. • Robert Zimmerman was installed 
July 2 as pastor of the Silverdale, Pa., congrega-
tion. Three members were received June 4. 
A June 4 mortgage burning celebration con-
cluded the eight-month 25th anniversary obser-
vance of the Skyline View congregation, Harris-
burg, Pa. • On June 11, the Souderton, Pa., 
congregation sponsored a picnic for international 
students in the Philadelphia area. Forty students 
and 30 members attended. • A Sunday school 
picnic for the Stowe, Pa., congregation was slated 
for June 10. Growth groups have been studying 
James. Rich Sisco has accepted the pastorate of 
the Akron Church of the Brethren. 
Canadian Conference 
The Bridlewood congregation, Agincourt, Ont., 
received five new members on July 2. August was 
"you asked for it" month for sermon topics. • The 
Falls View congregation, Niagara Falls, Ont., 
planned a missions weekend June 24-25 with 
Henry Ginder. • On June 18, the children of the 
Heise Hill congregation, Gormley, Ont., presented 
the musical "Who Built the Ark?" • The Houghton 
congregation, Langton, Ont., recently held a New 
Age Movement seminar with Brian and Angela 
Richardson. The congregation began using new 
hymnals on May 28. Four were baptized and a 
total of six received as members on June 4. • 
Recently the children of the Kirkland Lake, Ont., 
congregation sang "Ode to Mom," written by the 
church organist. 
Pastor Friesen preached a family series in June 
to the Lakeside Community congregation, Cal-
gary, Alb., among them, "How to affair-proof 
your marriage." The congregation planned family 
camp for Aug. 4-7. • On Aug. 1, Eldon Boldt 
assumed the position of Minister of Evangelism 
and Educational the Massey Place church, Saska-
toon, Sask. Terry Carter from Briercrest Bible 
College was summer intern. Henry Wiebe became 
Minister of Pastoral Care. • An eight-session 
study on overcoming began June 11 for the North 
East Community congregation, Calgary, Alb. 
Beginning in July, a Tuesday group studied 
James, Faith in Action. 
Clare Leedon, formerly a missionary in Nassau, 
shared her story on June 18 with the Oak Ridges, 
Ont., congregation. A 25th anniversary celebra-
tion for Pastor Ken and Bev Smith was June 24. • 
On June 26, the Ridgemount congregation, Hamil-
ton, Ont., held their mother-daughter strawberry 
social. Vernand Merdith Bosserman ministered in 
word and song on July 2. • The Fairview Menno-
nite Choir and Bellringers ministered on June 11 
to the Rosebank congregation, Petersburg, Ont. • 
The seniors of the Sherkston, Ont., congregation 
took a boat ride June 8 on the Grand River. The 
cruise included dinner. The music ministry in the 
June 4 service was by the kindergarten class. 
The Friendly Four sang on the evening of June 
11 to the Stayner, Ont., congregation. The young 
people gave a June 18 Father's Day program dur-
ing the Sunday school hour, and saw the film 
"Never Ashamed" in the evening. • The young 
families of the Wainfleet, Ont., congregation had a 
July 7-9 camping outing. The church hosted the 
Canadian Conference quiz finals on June 4. • The 
Welland, Ont., church hosted the Canadian Board 
for Evangelism and Church Planting leadership 
clinic with John Maxwell in late May. Pastor 
Kelly is serving as the Welland Pirates baseball 
team chaplain. • The Westheights congregation, 
Kitchener, Ont., planned VBS for Aug. 14-18. 
Central Conference 
On June 3. the Amherst congregation, Massil-
lon, Ohio, hosted a northern Ohio churches Sun-
day school growth workshop. A welcome home 
love offering and a get re-acquainted wiener roast 
were planned in June for the Tim Hershberger 
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family. • June and July were anniversary celebra-
tion months for the Christian Union congrega-
tion, Garrett, Ind.: a carry-in dinner to honor the 
70 years of marriage of Sam and Nettie Cook, and 
a 40th anniversary reception for Bert and Mary 
Ellen Stepp. • Three persons were baptized June 
11 into the Fairview congregation, Englewood, 
Ohio. The film on pornography, "The Winnable 
War," was shown June 4. Glenn Pfeiffer served as 
pastoral intern through mid-July. 
Children at the June 12-16 VBS of the Highland 
church, West Milton, Ohio, visited a different time 
and land each day in a series of lessons called 
"5-Alive." This summer. Heather Loffer served in 
Switzerland, and Aaron Hart in Hawaii through 
Teen Missions. • The Messiah College summer 
music ministry team New Direction sang on June 
29 for the Morrison, 111., church, and June 30 for 
the Nappanee, Ind., congregation. Frances Book 
and Erma Slessman with their spouses and chil-
dren hosted an open house at the Nappanee 
church July 2 in honor of their parents, Archie and 
Corrine (Millhouse) Fike's 50th wedding anniver-
sary. Archie retired f rom Evangel Press in 1980 
after 31 years of service and is now employed at 
Thompson Yoder Funeral Home. He serves as a 
deacon of the Nappanee church. Corrine is a part-
time bookkeeper at Martin's Hardware and has 
been Sunday school secretary for nine years. 
The Phoneton, Ohio, church received a re-
roofing on June 24. • On June 23, the Pleasant 
Hill, Ohio, congregation hosted the Philadelphia 
Teen Challenge ministry team for an evening of 
drama, music, and testimonies. • Members of the 
Sippo Valley church, Massillon, Ohio, traveled to 
the Navajo Mission, N.M.. June 12-24. VBS was 
held at the church June 26-30. • On June 11, the 
Union Grove congregation, New Paris, Ind., 
honored Carl Stump for his 60 years of ministry 
with surprise testimonies and a fellowship meal. 
He preached the morning message. 
Midwest Conference 
Average attendance was 54 for the Abilene, Ks., 
congregation's VBS June 5-9. A memorable clos-
ing program consisted of music, skits, memory 
work, map studies of Bible journeys, and a slide 
presentation of heaven (pictures drawn by stu-
dents). • The Bethany congregation, Thomas, 
Okla.. hosted the traveling members of the Am-
herst congregation, Ohio, on their trip to and from 
Navajo Mission for a week of service. • On Sun-
day evenings in June, the Oklahoma City, Okla., 
congregation had informal open forums on a va-
riety of topics everyone confronts but rarely talks 
about. Members attended an 89'ers baseball game 
on June 12. • The Rosebank church, Hope, Ks., 
hosted the Midwest Conference quiz finals on 
June 4. • The regional Teen Missions commis-
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sioning service was held June 14 at the Zion 
church, Abilene, Ks. 
Pacific Conference 
A Discovery Class was offered May 21—July 
23 at the Ontario, Calif., church for new persons 
desiring to know more about the church's beliefs 
and practices. • Eleven junior church children 
presented a medley of songs during the Children's 
Day morning worship service on June 11 at the 
Pacific Highway church, Salem, Ore. The June 4 
evening service consisted of a bus drive through 
the countryside, singing, sharing, and meditation. 
• The Riverside, Calif., church has begun recycling 
paper, glass, and plastics from collection spots at 
the church. • Music Appreciation Sunday, June 
25, at the Upland, Calif., church concluded with a 
concert by Beth Edwards and Greg Wingerd 
called "The best of Beth and Greg." 
For the Record 
Births 
Belville: Joshua Nicholas, May 25; Rick and 
Rita (Wippel) Belville, Manor congregation. Pa. 
Brubaker: Erin David, May 25; Stan and Jen-
nifer Brubaker, Fairview congregation, Ohio. 
Byrd: Allen Lee III. May 15; Allenand Michelle 
Byrd, Souderton congregation. Pa. 
Clark: Sheehan Patrick, June 6; Mark and 
Kathy (Givler) Clark, Manor congregation. Pa. 
Claveau: Kimbra Lynne, May 25; Marc and 
Valerie (Lynch) Claveau, Sherkston congregation, 
Ont. 
Coken: Noelle Christine. June 16; Harry III 
and Joni (Lerew) Coken, Mechanicsburg congre-
gation, Pa. 
Czepek: Erin Katrina, May 24; Paul and Hilda 
(Wiebe) Czepek, Wainfleet congregation, Ont. 
D'Silva: Daniel Ralph Lenard, Apr. 3; Mike 
and Sherry D'Silva, Westheights congregation, 
Ont. 
Davisson: Alicia Renee, Mar. 30; Alan and 
Shirley (Brillinger) Davisson, Oak Ridges congre-
gation, Ont. 
Diller: Kayla Marie, June 16; Marvin and 
Kelly (Weigle) Diller, Mechanicsburg congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Dutweiler: Elizabeth Rose. May 28; Jed and 
Fiona Dutweiler, Fairland congregation. Pa. 
Dyar: Scott Michael, June 9; Michael and 
Brenda(Oldenkamp) Dyar, Upland congregation, 
Calif. 
Evers: Ashley Dora, June 2; Andrew and Jan-
ice (Anderson) Evers, Wainfleet congregation, 
Ont. 
Hoffman: Kenneth Casey, Apr. 25; Kenneth 
and Karen (Wingert) Hoffman, Antrim congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Holland: Victoria Elizabeth, May 18; Michael 
and Sherry (Jackson) Holland, Caracas, Venezu-
ela. 
Kentie: Christian Matthew, May 15; Peter and 
Lynda (Comi) Kentie, Sherkston congregation, 
Ont. 
Kline: Emily Elizabeth, June 5; Joe and Sharon 
Kline, Holden Park congregation, Fla. 
Lucky: Scott Franklin, May 8; Warren and 
Karen Lucky, Massey Place congregation, Sask. 
Meyer: Kayla Jo, May 29; Veronica and Harold 
Meyer, Welland congregation, Ont. 
Meyers: Chadwick Christopher, Mar. 3; Bruce 
and Marilyn Meyers, Westheights congregation, 
Ont. 
Miles: Wesley Scott, May 31; Scott and Judy 
Miles, Fairview Ave. congregation. Pa. 
Negley: April Megan, Apr. 21; Merrill and 
Stephanie Negley, Silverdale congregation. Pa. 
Negley: Luke Justin, May 29; Lowell and 
Debbie Negley, Silverdale congregation. Pa. 
Peterman: Emily Kate, June 14; David and 
Cheryl Peterman, Carlisle congregation. Pa. 
Poist: Jared Lee, May 22; Jim and Karen Poist, 
Hanover congregation. Pa. 
Schoonover: Joshua Ray, June 30; Ray and 
Cheryl (Falls) Schoonover, Cedar Heights con-
gregation, Pa. 
Sollenberger: Katie Michelle, June 14; James 
and Deborah Sollenberger, West Shore congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Wagner: Katelyn Brooke, May 26; Keith and 
Faithe (Musser) Wagner, Fairland congregation, 
Pa. 
Wenger: Chase Nathanial, Mar. 3; Glen and 
Doris (Rife) Wenger, Antrim congregation, Pa. 
Wiebe: Cortney Louise, May 30; David and 
Gail (Brady) Wiebe, Wainfleet congregation, Ont. 
Winger: Samuel Sider, June 6; Darrel and 
Anna (Sider) Winger, Stayner congregation, Ont. 
Wolfe: Chelsea Diane, May 4; Richard and 
Lisa (Hainley) Wolfe, Antrim congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Amrhein-Short: Karen, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Dick Short, New Madison, Ohio, and Chris, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Doug Minnich, Versailles, 
Ohio, May 19, at the home of the bride with Rev. 
Ed Ashby officiating. 
Coleman-Sellers: Beth, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas Sellers, Greencastle, Pa., and Craig, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Tex Coleman, Dover, Pa., 
June 10, at the Antrim Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Wilbur W. Benner and Rev. Donald 
Stover officiating. 
Hackman-Zimmerman: Kristi, daughter of 
William and Mary Zimmerman, Lebanon, Pa., 
and Rick, son of Harold and Ethel Shipper, Man-
heim, Pa., May 27, in the Fairland Brethren in 
Christ Church with Dr . Vernon Bosserman 
officiating. 
Hale-McNelly: Kathy Lynn, daughter of Dale 
and Joy McNelly, Arcanum, Ohio, and A. Don-
nie, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Alan Hale, Circle-
ville. Ohio, June 16, at the Linworth Road Com-
munity Church, Columbus, Ohio. 
Johnson-Coon: Wanda Louise, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Coon, Cogan Station, Pa., 
Evangelical Visitor 
I 
Wilmer Heisey retires from 
MCC U.S. after seven years 
and Todd Alan, son of Mr. and Mrs. Donald 
Johnson, Hamburg, N.Y., May 27, at the Cum-
berland Valley Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Ray Bert officiating. 
Karr-Hoover: Sandra, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Jared Hoover, and Kevin, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Jerry Karr, June 3, at the home of the bride in 
Moonlight, Ks., with Rev. Henry Landis officiat-
ing. 
Kennedy-Robinson: Sherry, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Junior Robinson. Greencastle. Pa., and 
Lorin, son of Mr. and Mrs. Norman Kennedy, 
Greencastle, Apr. 22, at the Antrim Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Wilbur W. Benner 
officiating. 
Lamey-Falls: Amber Darraine, daughter of 
Russell and Hazel Falls, Avis, Pa., and Keith 
John , son of Glenn and Irene Lamey, Avis, June 
12, at the Cedar Heights Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. John L. Bundy officiating. 
McQuade-Steckley: Susan Elizabeth.daughter 
of J. Alvinand Kathryn Steckley, Ridgeway, Ont., 
and Michael William, son of Raymond and Lois 
McQuade, Niagara Falls, Ont., May 27. at the 
Sherkston Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Leonard Chester officiating. 
Moore-Ebersole: Joy Darlene, daughter of M r. 
and Mrs. John Ebersole. Mechanicsburg, Pa., and 
the late Victor "Buddy" Nichols of Callaway, Va., 
and Harold William, son of Mr. and Mrs. William 
Fred Moore, Salem, Va., May 27, in Chesapeake, 
Va. 
Morris-Adams: Leisa Adams, and Dane, son 
of Mrs. Velva Morris, Fayatteville, Pa., Apr. 8, at 
the Antrim Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Wilbur W. Benner officiating. 
Shank-Peck: Karen, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Richard L. Peck, Waynesboro, Pa., and William 
A., son of Mr. and Mrs. William E. Shank, 
Waynesboro, June 10, in the New Guilford Breth-
ren in Christ Church with Rev. Wilbur Besecker 
officiating. 
Shissler-Fetrow: Denise Lorraine, daughter of 
Rev. and Mrs. William Fetrow. and John, son of 
Dr. and Mrs. Shissler, May 13, in the Roseglen 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Marline 
Ebersole officiating. 
Withjack-Withjack: Tracey Sue Withjack, 
daughter of David Jumper . Shippensburg, Pa., 
and Paula J. Brenamen, Dillsburg, Pa.; and Barry 
Anthony, son of Bill and Shirley Withjack, Dills-
burg, June 3, in the Cumberland Valley Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. Ray Bert officiating. 
Obituaries 
Graham: Lloyd W. Graham, born June 28, 
1928, the son of Walter and Helen Graham, died 
May 17. Surviving are his wife Evelyn (Blystone); 
two sons, James and David; two daughters, Carol 
Rushing and Cheryl Shearer; five grandchildren; 
and a brother, Ralph. Services were held at the 
Guss Funeral Home, Mifflintown, Pa., with Rev. 
Eugene M. Heidler officiating. 
Haldeman: Rubie Naylor Haldeman, born Mar. 
12, 1906, died June 18. Surviving are her husband 
Harvey; a brother, Cletus; four nieces; and a 
nephew. Rubie was a former member of the 
Upland congregation. Calif. Services and entomb-
ment were at the Bellevue Mausoleum with Rev. 
C. Burkholder officiating. 
Wilmer Heisey of Mount Joy, Pa., 
has completed seven years as executive 
secretary of Mennonite Central Com-
mittee U.S. His retirement June 30 
marks the end of several decades of ser-
vice with MCC. 
Earlier Wilmer served on both the 
MCC and the MCC U.S. boards; he was 
also chairman of MCC East Coast. As 
Brethren in Christ representative of the 
former MCC U.S. Ministries Board 
from 1975 to 1979, he had a leading role 
in developing MCC U.S. 
Now, 10 years later, Wilmer believes 
MCC U.S. "will more and more become 
a channel for the people in the churches 
to fulfill Christ's mandate to 'take in' the 
stranger, visit the sick, come to the pris-
oners, clothe the naked and feed the 
hungry. As our programs grow, our 
people will have opportunities to take 
more ownership in MCC U.S.," he says. 
"When they see a need, they will find 
ways to respond." 
At a farewell dinner in Wilmer's 
honor given by members of the MCC 
U.S. executive committee and staff, 
MCC Executive Secretary John A. Lapp 
called Wilmer a "renaissance man."The 
term summarized his interest in maps, 
history and music, and his love of 
Houpt: Ray Houptdied Mar. 22. Survivingare 
his wife, Dorothy, a daughter Regina; three sons. 
Link, Colby, and Ray, Jr.; and two grandchildren. 
Ray was a member of the Antrim, Pa., congrega-
tion. Graveside services were held at Parklawn 
Cemetery, Chambersburg, by the chaplain of 
Hospice. 
Milne: Lydia Milne, born June 29, 1912, the 
daughter of Carl and Mary Sider, died May 16. 
She was preceded in death by her husband James 
and brother Alvin. She is survived by three chil-
dren, Kathaleen Cober, Rosamond Webb, and 
Arnold; six grandchildren; three great-grandchil-
dren; and six brothers and sisters. Lydia was a 
member of the Bertie Brethren in Christ church 
where the funeral was held with Rev. Rick Silves-
tro and Rev. Greg Funk officiating. Interment was 
in the church cemetery. 
Reichard: Coletta Elizabeth Reichard, born 
Aug. 11. 1907, the daughter of Samuel and Lavina 
Beswatherick, died June 7. In 1926, she married 
John W. Reichard. Preceding her in death were a 
granddaughter, Nancy Zurbrigg; and her brother, 
Percy. Surviving are 3 children. Earl, Phyllis, and 
Irene; 11 grandchildren; and 21 great-grandchil-
dren. Coletta was a member of the Fordwich con-
gregation, Ont., where she and John served for 40 
nature, especially bird watching. But 
most of all, said Lapp, Wilmer believes 
in people. Lapp noted that in his travels 
he often encounters people who remem-
ber Wilmer as a mentor and as a person 
who encouraged them, helping them to 
grow. 
Wilmer and his wife Velma have 
served overseas and in North America. 
They were married in 1947 in the Philip-
pines while serving with MCC, he as a 
secondary education teacher and she as 
a nurse. They later served for 14 years in 
New Mexico where he was ordained 
and became superintendent of the Nav-
ajo Brethren in Christ Mission. He also 
served as executive secretary of the 
Brethren in Christ Board for Missions 
from 1968 to 1982. 
This fall Wilmer will teach Bible and 
history courses part time at Lancaster 
(Pa.) Mennonite High School. 
Lynette Meek of Akron,.Pa., is the 
new executive secretary of MCC U.S. 
Heisey is pleased Meek is taking on the 
responsibility and says she brings "excel-
lent skills" to the organization. "She is 
tough, yet sensitive; is a good 'process' 
person; and is capable of making the 
difficult decisions she will face in the 
coming years." 
years as deacon couple. The funeral was con-
ducted from the Trench Funeral Home with Rev. 
Charles Byer officiating. Interment was in Maple 
Grove Cemetery. 
Shultz: Helen 1. Shultz, 66, died Mar. 24. She is 
survived by her husband. Dale; and two daugh-
ters, Mary Theresa Aughinbaugh and Deborah A. 
Smith. She attended the Iron Springs church, 
Fairfield, Pa. Funeral services were held at the 
Monahan Funeral home with Rev. Maurice A. 
Bender officiating. Interment was in Oak Lawn 
Memorial Gardens. 
Switzer: Bertha Wilkins Switzer, born Apr. 20, 
1906, died May 31. She was preceded in death by 
her husband. Lee Wilkins, in 1947, and her second 
husband, David Switzer, who died in 1968. Sur-
viving are a daughter, Wilma Mann; three step-
daughters; two grandchildren; two step-grandchil-
dren; five step-great-grandchildren; a brother, 
Arnold Meyers. Bertha was a member of the Red 
Star congregation, Leedey, Okla., until moving 
her membership to the Upland, Calif., congrega-
tion in 1952. Services were held at the Upland 
church with Rev. Mel Shoemaker and Rev. Alvin 
C. Burkholder officiating. Additional services 
were at the Red Star church with Rev. Charles 
Rickel officiating. Interment was in Red Star 
Cemetery adjoining the church. 
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Give, and it will be given to you 
In the Bible God promises, "Give, 
and it will be given to you." (Luke 
6:38) 
For years I had neglected prom-
ises like this. I accepted Christ as a 
child and actively participated in 
church. But in my 20s I stopped 
going to church and drifted away 
from Jesus. 
Then a friend invited me to a 
children's musical at the Oklahoma 
City Brethren in Christ Church. I 
came with my sons and enjoyed the 
musical. But it was the people who 
impressed us the most. They were 
warm and friendly. They were help-
ful, not just on Sunday but during 
the week as well. It felt like "fami-
ly"—and we wanted to be included. 
Now my husband and I, with our 
two sons, are active participants in 
our church family. Our relationship 
with Jesus and his people has been 
renewed. We are learning God's 
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instruction or promise, we do it— 
and trust God to fulfill his Word. 
The Bible's promises about giv-
ing have been important to us. Even 
though our income is modest, we 
give more than a tenth of our income 
to the church as an expression of 
gratitude, commitment, surrender, 
and trust. Included in the Bible's 
teaching about tithing is the promise 
that God will provide our basic 
needs. 
However, this was not happening 
for us. I had just lost a job. My last 
paycheck had not come in the mail. 
Bills were coming in. We owed $300 
in state income taxes in three days. 
Our federal income tax refund would 
be only $9. And we had nothing in 
our bank account. We didn't even 
know where our next meal was com-
ing from. 
I went to our pastor and told him, 
"I believe what God has said. But it's 
not working out for us. . . . " 
by Lois Tanabe 
He came to our home. We sat 
down and saw, in black and white, 
that God had given the money to us, 
and we had been tithing. But we 
were spending it in too many differ-
ent directions. We realized that we 
have to be responsible with what he 
gives us. 
The next day we received the late 
paycheck—and an unexpected vaca-
tion bonus, too! Then we discovered 
that the people who prepared our 
income tax return had made a mis-
take. Instead of owing $300 on our 
state income tax, we only owed $86. 
And instead of a $9 refund from the 
Internal Revenue Service, we will 
receive almost $600! 
It's just overwhelming what can 
happen. God provides for us in so 
many different ways. The burden, 
the great cloud we were feeling, has 
lifted. God does provide . . . just 
as he says. 
This is the year of the "Overflow-
ing Cup!" In 1988 we met the total 
goals for Cooperative Ministries for 
the first time in anyone's memory. 
This year our goal is to fill the minis-
tries cup to the brim and then spill 
over the sides! 
In order to accomplish this, our 
activities will focus on a special 
month and a special Sunday. Sep-
tember is "Catch-up Month!" Com-
ing at the end of the "Summer 
Slump," the overall goal is renewal. 
This includes meeting the nine-month 
financial goal for all congregational 
ministries, including Cooperative 
Ministries. 
The final Sunday of the year is 
Overflow Sunday! The aim is to 
reach each congregation's financial 
goal in the usual 52 Sundays, and 
then overflow the cup with a church-
wide offering for Cooperative Min-
istries on the 53rd Sunday! 
Two large posters are being pre-
pared. The first one, which pastors 
will receive in August, will be almost 
six feet long and over a foot wide! It 
will highlight both Catch-up Monthl 
and Overflow Sunday! The second 
poster, 19 by 25 inches, will feature 
that final big Sunday of the year, 
December 31, and will be in pastors' 
hands in early December. Bulletin 
inserts will also be provided for 
August 27 and December 24. 
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Gideon's 
To the many tourists driving by on 
their way to or from the Falls, Niagara 
Christian College (NCC) may simply 
seem to be a quaintly picturesque main 
building located on a very scenic (and 
probably valuable) spot beside the Niag-
ara River. 
Very few know that a major battle has 
been fought there in the past year. 
Even less known is the list of fighters 
in this war: a retired preacher immobil-
ized by multiple sclerosis; a widow 
whose talent is making handcrafts; a 
young missionary in Africa; a band of 
elderly ladies—and that is just a sam-
pling. 
For years the growing debt at Niagara 
Christian College had been a great con-
cern, for it seemed to exert a crippling 
effect on the growth and ministry of the 
school. Simultaneously and independ-
ently, several persons began to feel a 
sense of urgency about their personal 
responsibility to help eliminate this in-
debtedness. 
Soon a plan of action began to emerge, 
using the Old Testament account of 
Gideon's band of 300 as the pattern. Just 
as God had called Gideon to lead a small 
band of warriors to release the Israelites 
from bondage, so God could and would 
release Niagara Christian College from 
its burden of debt. Prayer was the first 
priority: a company of intercessors, 
Gideon's 300, would be gathered to pray 
for the release of $300,000, the amount 
of the debt. The focus of the praying 
would be the glory of God through the 
removal of the debt at NCC. 
And so it began, slowly at first, then 
gaining momentum as more and more 
people caught the vision of what God 
could do as they took on the task of 
intercession. 
Wrote one lady, "When 1 first heard 
about Gideon's 300, I felt that no way 
could 1 ever think of being able to give 
$1,000. However, I definitely felt that I 
should give myself as an intercessor." 
Then the Lord reminded her that she 
had the ability to make small hand-
crafted items which she could sell, and 
give the proceeds to Gideon's 300. Her 
goal was to make $100 to give, but her 
first sales amounted to $261, more than 
Doris Cober lives in Hagersville, Ontario. 
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band 
by Doris Cober 
double what she had asked the Lord for. 
As she kept praying and working, God 
blessed her efforts amazingly, so that she 
was able to give $1,118! 
Another letter came from a couple: 
"It was hard to get excited about it (the 
debt) as our roots are not Brethren in 
Christ and we know little about NCC. 
We started to pray for God to release 
other people's thousands as we had none 
of our own! However 1 remember pray-
ing that if God dropped $ 10,000 upon us 
we'd be glad to tithe it to NCC, and of 
course smiled and laughed at such an 
absurd idea!" 
The Lord surely must have smiled at 
the series of events which that prayer 
triggered. Twenty years after the death 
of a parent, this couple received a share 
from back pension that was awarded. 
The "laughter turned to awe" and "we 
are sending this cheque off with great 
reverence and wonder at our God." 
As people continued praying and 
being sensitive to God's leading, money 
came in and the debt was whittled down. 
Donors included retired persons who 
gave from their much or their little; 
young families; persons who had no 
children of their own to attend NCC but 
believed in Christian education; a church 
board; a Sunday school class's offerings 
for one quarter; a singing group who 
gave from their proceeds; and many 
others. 
The battle to release Niagara Chris-
tian College from this bondage of debt is 
not quite finished. Approximately 
$60,000 is yet needed. Perhaps God will 
lead you to become a part of this 
Gideon's 300, praying and/or giving. 
Ask him! • 
Time is 
running out. . . 
to register for 
Single Today 
the Brethren in Christ Singles' Convention 
for singles of all ages and shapes 
Registration deadlines: 
• Arrowhead Springs, Calif. Register by Sept. 15 
October 13-15, 1989 
• Ashley Inn, Fort Erie, Ontario Register by Oct 27 
Nov. 24-26, 1989 
• Tamiment Resort, Tamiment, Pa. Register by Dec. 8 
Jan. 5-7, 1990 
To reserve your place at Single Today, contact: 
Ken Letner (717) 653-9321 Sandi Hannigan (519) 888-6859 
Box 163 or 305-232 King St. N. 
Mount Joy, PA 17552 Waterloo, ONT N2J 2Y7 
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New horizons for the 
Jacob Engle Foundation 
by Peter H. von Keyserling 
One of the great problems with suc-
cess is managing it successfully. Back in 
1974 the Jacob Engle Foundation began 
with funds provided from each of the 
regional conference loan funds, a few 
hundred thousand dollars. The purpose 
of the foundation was to provide a more 
equitable access to loan funds for all 
conferences and local churches. That 
purpose has not changed, but it has 
grown to keep up with the changing 
needs of the church. 
It is quite difficult to run a non-profit 
loan fund. You try to run it with as small 
a margin as possible to just meet ex-
penses. That is different from attempt-
ing to produce a profit. If you miss your 
goal by a little bit in a profit situation, 
you just make a little less profit. But in 
the non-profit situation, a slight miscal-
culation can produce a sizeable loss. The 
challenge to do a good job for the 
church and the investors should tanta-
lize any good manager. In some ways it 
is the ultimate balancing act. Both the 
dollars and the opinion of the investors 
and the borrowers must balance at the 
end of each year. 
Each year the average cost of a church 
planting and a church expansion (exist-
ing churches) has risen. Thus larger loan 
amounts are necessary to support the 
borrowing requirements of a growing 
church. Although the statistics have not 
shown significant increases in attend-
ance and membership, we have been 
increasing our seating and facilities 
capacities in many of our churches 
(church expansion) in addition to plant-
ing new congregations. These congrega-
tions are showing growth. 
The author is executive director of the 
Jacob Engle Foundation. This is one in a 
series of articles prepared by the Foundation. 
However, the denomination as a « 
whole is experiencing an adjustment as 
we cope with the difficulties of small 
congregation finances. The cost of run-
ning a basic church operation is rising. It 
takes a higher average attendance and a 
committed giving program in a small 
congregation just to survive the chal-
lenges of rising costs. Building member-
ship and attendance is often more diffi-
cult in these congregations because they 
are perceived as not offering the services 
people think they should find in a 
church today. Do we give up with our 
small congregations? NO! But we must 
re-plan our expenditure of energy and 
resources to address these changing re-
quirements. 
Every person in the denomination 
must be willing to put some of their 
resources to work in the church. The 
church can not depend only on the con-
tributions of its people to meet these 
new challenges; it must also depend on 
the use of its people's resources, too! 
Each of us must give what we can, and 
then we must be willing to put as much 
of our resources to work in the church as 
we can, even though that means it will 
earn a little less in our pockets than 
placing those resources elsewhere. Re-
member, change requires energy. Nothing 
changes without energy. Energy has its 
foundation in commitment. The more 
resources committed, the more energy 
available for work. 
Yes, times are changing. The needs of 
the church are changing, the needs of its 
people are changing, and the world we 
were sent to witness to has changing 
needs as well. When we are sanctified 
unto the Lord, it means we are fully 
committed. That means not only com-
mitted giving, but it also means commit-
ted use of our resources. The battle for 
the world is intensifying, the forces of 
evil are redoubling their efforts to keep 
the world lost in sin. The cost of the 
battle for souls is escalating, and we are 
being called to commit to this cost. 
Total commitment is not just giving, 
even sacrificially; it is putting all your 
resources at the Lord's disposal. The 
church is working to develop ways of 
responsible stewardship that assist you 
in working out this total commitment. 
The field of finance is only one of 
many resources in this battle. Your 
church leadership has been working to 
strengthen the finances of your church 
as one of the items in its list of resources. 
It is exciting as we see those changes 
unfold and our church move ahead to 
meet these new challenges. In the field of 
finance we are pulling together the parts 
of the church's financial resources to 
form a unified and stronger financial 
operation. We believe that this will per-
mit better utilization of the resources 
you provide to the church to carry out 
its mission. 
The church is fortunate that you have 
helped to build a model financial institu-
tion among non-profit financial institu-
tions. The Jacob Engle Foundation has 
made it a point to keep improving and it 
will continue that commitment. It is 
committed to serving you better each 
year. It is committed to serving the 
church better each year. It has tried new 
approaches in its effort to improve. 
Some have worked well and others have 
been discarded. It will keep trying. You 
have to tell the foundation what you like 
and are willing to support and what you 
are not so willing to support. 
The foundation meets all the legal 
requirements in each state where it does 
business. Very few non-profit opera-
tions can accept investments (loans from 
their supporters). That is because the 
26 Evangelical Visitor 
Update: clergy 
malpractice 
by Howard D. Kauffman 
regulatory requirements are very exact-
ing. Most operations could not meet the 
requirements. The foundation is one of 
a very, very few of the non-profits 
allowed by the U.S. government to have 
an IRA program. That is a mark of the 
high opinion held of the Brethren in 
Christ Jacob Engle Foundation. You 
have every right to be pleased with your 
institution. 
To capitalize on that strength and 
build our strength in all our financial 
operations, the Pension Fund (which 
has been very well managed by the Pen-
sion Fund Trustees) and the steward-
ship office (which has demonstrated 
that Cooperative Ministries can work 
and work well in gathering and directing 
the resources of the church) are being 
brought together. The new financial 
group will be called the Brethren in 
Christ Financial Services. Members from 
each of the existing boards plus new 
members will make up the new board. 
This board will serve as the board for the 
Jacob Engle Foundation as well. Once 
this new group is fully operational, the 
resources of the church can be planned 
and marshalled much more effectively. 
By July of 1990, more than two years of 
careful planning will have gone into 
effort to address our changing needs in 
the church. The plan is available for 
review and we solicit your input and 
questions. Great care and prayer has 
been given to insure that this grouping 
of resources fits into the overall plans of 
the denomination and complements the 
other ministries of the church in that 
plan. It is the first step in assembling the 
resources to provide the energy for the 
coming growth that this denomination 
is already beginning to experience. We 
know that we can continue to count on 
the Holy Spirit to guide and direct us as 
we marshal resources and energy com-
mitted to his purpose. 
It is exciting to be a part of a church 
that is committed to moving forward in 
God's work. You can be a part by sup-
porting your local church, witnessing, 
committing your energy, giving from 
the wealth the Lord has given you, and 
committing the resources entrusted to 
you back into his work. When you are 
called to account like the stewards in the 
parable of the talents (Luke 19), you will 
be found to have done well investing in 
his kingdom. Don't wait. Act now, get in 
on the excitement, make the total com-
mitment to him. And you thought being 
a Christian wasn't challenging? It is, and 
the challenge is equal to your commit-
ment! • 
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The California Supreme Court re-
cently decided a clergy malpractice claim 
cannot be made in that state. This article 
updates a previous article on the same 
subject in the October 1988 issue. In that 
article, the theory of clergy malpractice 
was discussed, as well as the facts of 
Natty v. Grace Community Church of 
the Valley and an analysis of the appel-
late court's decision. 
The California Supreme Court held 
that there is no duty by a nontherapist 
counselor to prevent the suicide of some-
one to whom the counselor offers secu-
lar or spiritual counselling. A nonthera-
pist counselor is defined by the Court as 
a person other than a licensed psycho-
therapist, who counsels others concern-
ing their emotional and spiritual prob-
lems. Some pastors are licensed ministers 
in their denominations, but most pas-
tors are not licensed psychotherapists. 
The Court, however, did not close the 
door completely. Footnotes have been 
very important in interpreting court 
opinions. This opinion is no different. In 
Footnote 8, the Court states: "Our opin-
ion does not foreclose imposing liability 
on nontherapist counselors, who hold 
themselves out as professionals, for in-
juries related to their counseling activi-
ties." Apparently, the court either be-
lieved pastors do not or cannot hold 
themselves out as professionals, or the 
pastors in this case did not hold them-
selves out as professionals. The former is 
more likely due to the Court's otherwise 
blanket determination that no cause of 
action exists in California against non-
therapist counselors to prevent suicide 
of a counselee. 
Two of the seven justices agreed with 
the majority of five that the defendant-
church and pastors could not be found 
liable, but dissented from the five about 
whether a cause of action should exist in 
California. In other words, they thought 
the church and pastors acted properly in 
this case, but in another case, yet unseen, 
the pastors and church might not act 
properly and they should be held to a 
standard that would require them to act 
properly and be held accountable if they 
fail to do so. In this case, the Church had 
the facts on its side. Even if the Court 
had determined to impose a duty on 
nontherapist counselors, this church and 
these pastors were not negligent. This 
case was very favorable to use as a test 
case on the issue of "clergy malpractice" 
due to the exemplary pastoral behavior 
in this case. 
It should also be noted that the Court 
purposely failed to analyze the case in 
terms of Constitutional issues. There-
fore, the holding does not carry the 
weight of a Constitutionally protected 
freedom. 
Furthermore, although the Court's 
opinion is encouraging for pastors and 
other nontherapists, many individuals 
and groups will analyze the opinion 
meticulously for exceptions and related 
theories with which to attach liability. 
Additionally, although the courts of 
other states place great weight on an 
opinion by the California Supreme 
Court, they are not bound to adopt its 
holding or its reasoning. Most other 
courts, however, will probably follow it. 
It should not be assumed the issue is 
at rest, nor should a pastor or other 
nontherapist counselor reduce his coun-
selling skills or fail to improve them. The 
Court's opinion should not be used as an 
excuse to provide less than excellence in 
counselling. It seems that pastors are 
increasing their counselling activities, 
either through needs of their congre-
gants, or their own perception that 
counselling is one of their gifts, or 
simply because they enjoy it. If pastoral 
counselling increases, will the courts find 
their activities are professional in nature? 
What would the United States Supreme 
Court hold if it reviewed such a claim? 
This case was appealed to that Court, 
but the Court declined to hear it. Wheth-
er the law changes or stays the same, the 
counselor should always keep the best 
interests of the counselee in mind. 
Howard Kauffman is a Brethren in Christ 
attorney from Carlisle, Pa. 
27 
IMessiah College News 
Brethren in Christ students 
receive research scholarship 
Mechanicsburg, Pa. resident Eliza-
beth Imboden and Winchester, Va. resi-
dent Merris Stambaugh are 2 of 14 
south central Pennsylvania undergrad-
uates to receive a research scholarship 
for this summer. Students from area col-
leges including Dickinson, Elizabeth-
town, Gettysburg, Juniata, Lebanon 
Valley, Wilson, and York College, in 
addition to Messiah, were eligible for 
the scholarship. 
A grant to the Milton S. Hershey 
Medical Center of the Pennsylvania 
State University from the Whitaker 
Foundation of Camp Hill, Pa., is mak-
ing it possible for select scholars to come 
to the medical center to participate in 
medical research during the summer. 
The purpose of the program is to intro-
duce and attract America's best young 
minds to scientific, including medical, 
research. 
As such research becomes increas-
ingly important to our society, the Whit-
aker Foundation sees the need for more 
students to be exposed to ongoing, sub-
stantive research. If done during their 
formative years as they pursue bachelor 
degrees in colleges and universities, re-
search exposure should encourage more 
students to become active in pursuing 
scientific careers. 
Receiving $2,000 plus housing, schol-
ars stay at the College of Medicine for 
Jheyy^of 'peace 
"Nurturing Families 
in a World of Conflict" 
A Leadership Training Weekend 
October 27-29,1989 
Lancaster, Pa. 
For Christian parents who are in-
terested in teaching their children the 
way of peace and justice, the book that 
has become a classic in its field is Parent-
ing for Peace and Justice by James and 
Kathy McGinnis (Orbis Books, 1981). 
Along with writing the book, the 
McGinnises (who are the parents of 
three teenagers) founded the interfaith 
Parenting for Peace and Justice Net-
work which, among other things, con-
ducts workshops for parents and church 
leaders. One such workshop is coming 
to Lancaster County this fall, and is 
cosponsored by the Atlantic Conference 
Board for Brotherhood Concerns of the 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
This Leadership Training Weekend, 
scheduled for Friday evening, October 
27, through Sunday afternoon, October 
29, at the Lancaster (Pa.) Church of the 
Brethren, is designed for parents, reli-
gious educators, pastors, and congrega-
tions. The McGinnises "share ways fam-
ilies can . . . pursue ways of living that 
are more cooperative, nonviolent, sim-
28 
pie, multicultural, global, and prayer-
ful." The workshop sessions will provide 
ideas and inspiration for integrating 
peace and justice values into our lives 
and opportunities for networking among 
other similarly-minded people. 
Featured are several major presenta-
tions (e.g., "Families in Search of Sha-
lom," "Peacemaking at Home," and 
"Celebrating Diversity and Human 
Potential"), time for networking and 
planning in geographic and denomina-
tional groups, and an interfaith worship 
service. 
If you are interested in attending or 
would like more information, either 
about this event or about the possibility 
of others scheduled in your area, contact 
Martha Lockwood, Atlantic Conference 
Board for Brotherhood Concerns, c/o 
Palmyra Brethren in Christ Church, 616 
W. Main St., Palmyra, PA 17078(717-
838-3443), or Harriet Bicksler, Board 
for Brotherhood Concerns, P. O. Box 
246, Mount Joy, PA 17552 (717-653-
8251). You can also contact the Parent-
ing for Peace and Justice Network direct-
ly: James McGinnis, Parenting for Peace 
and Justice, 4144 Lindell Blvd., #122, 
St. Louis, MO 63108; 314-533-4445. 
"The Way of Peace "column is a project of 
the Board for Brotherhood Concerns. 
eight weeks during the summer so they 
can devote full time to their research 
projects. Once the students complete 
their research, they present a brief verbal 
synopsis of their work at a symposium 
before medical center faculty, represen-
tatives of the participating school's own 
faculty, family, friends, and representa-
tives of the Whitaker Foundation. A 
brochure will also be produced which 
will contain an abstract of the research 
conducted by each student. 
Imboden, a senior this fall and a biol-
ogy/medical technology major, attends 
the Mechanicsburg Brethren in Christ 
Church. Stambaugh, a junior this fall 
and a biology major, attends the Win-
chester Brethren in Christ Church. 
Brethren in Christ students earn 
spring Dean's List 
Spring Dean's List honors went to 
270 students this year. To be eligible, 
full-time status and a grade point aver-
age of at least 3.6 (based on a 4.0 scale) is 
required. Here are the Brethren in Christ 
students who made the list (college class 
as of the spring semester): 
Steven D. Allison, junior political science 
major, Elizabethtown, Pa.; 
Gregg L. Bowmann, freshman biology 
major, Lititz, Pa.; 
Kelly Freed, junior elementary educa-
tion major, Perkasie, Pa.; 
Susan Fullerton, freshman international 
business major, Elizabethtown, Pa.; 
Julie A. Heisey, sophomore pre-medicine 
major, Elizabethtown, Pa.; 
Corinne Hess, freshman political science 
major, Dillsburg, Pa.; 
Elizabeth Imboden, junior biology/ medi-
cal technology major, Mechanicsburg, 
Pa.; 
David L. Kreider, junior biology major, 
Elizabethtown, Pa.; 
David Pierce, sophomore engineering 
major, Nappanee, Ind.; 
Christopher Rickman, sophomore pre-
medicine major, Chambersburg, Pa.; 
Angselmo Rossi, senior psychology 
major, Grantham, Pa.; 
Eric A. Seibert, freshman Bible major. 
Spring Grove, Pa.; 
Michelle R. Smith, junior elementary 
education major, Laura, Oh.; 
Merris Stambaugh, sophomore biology 
major, Winchester, Va.; 
Tonya Starner, freshman psychology 
major, Millerstown, Pa.; 
Mark Wastler, freshman history major, 
Grantham, Pa.; 
Glen S. Wood, freshman undeclared 




"I opposed him to his face" 
In Galatians 2, there's a brief account 
of a confrontation between Paul and 
Peter. As Paul tells the story, he "op-
posed [Peter] to his face, because he was 
clearly in the wrong." Peter and others 
"were not acting in line with the truth of 
the gospel," so Paul confronted Peter 
"in front of them all." Of course, all we 
have is Paul's side of the story, although 
we do know from Acts 10 and 15 that 
Peter changed his thinking on the issue 
that was at the heart of their disagree-
ment. 
1 remember reading this account some 
years ago and thinking that Paul was 
rather arrogant and insensitive in his 
treatment of Peter. Not only was he 
convinced that he was right; he also 
exposed Peter in front of everyone 
else—not giving him any opportunity to 
save face. How must Peter have felt, as a 
long-term Christian Jesus had called the 
rock on whom he'd build his church, to 
have been exposed publicly by Paul, 
notorious for having persecuted the 
Christians? Many of us in Peter's place 
would have become defensive and tried 
to explain our behavior. Maybe Peter 
did too. After all, he was the one who 
had preached at Pentecost and wasn't 
deliberately trying to oppose the gospel. 
What made Paul think he knew the gos-
pel any better than Peter did? Wouldn't 
it have been better for Paul to have 
taken Peter aside privately and con-
fronted him? Why embarrass him in 
front of everyone? 
1 still feel some of that, but I've begun 
to see the story in a different light. What 
now stands out to me as significant 
about Paul's treatment of Peter in the 
context of a disagreement is Paul's forth-
rightness. He didn't pussyfoot around 
when he thought someone was wrong; 
he went directly to the person and he 
didn't try to hide the conflict from the 
rest of the church. Also, contrary to our 
sometimes sentimental view of the early 
church, this incident shows that there 
was serious disagreement between church 
leaders. They didn't always get along. 
It's unfortunate that we don't have 
more information about the relation-
ship between Peter and Paul. It seems 
fairly clear that they generally went their 
separate ways, but that they were both 
keenly aware of each other's influence in 
the church. They probably each highly 
respected and had warm feelings toward 
the other. Perhaps, though, there was 
also some competition between them. 
Perhaps they both secretly wanted to be 
thought of as "top dog" in the early 
church. Certainly, even if they didn't 
compete with each other, their Christian 
brothers and sisters viewed them as their 
leaders. So when two such people dis-
agree with each other in public, it's 
awkward and embarrassing; shouldn't 
two responsible leaders be able to settle 
their arguments in private? 
Ideally, yes. The process Jesus out-
lined in Matthew 18 began with private 
confrontation. But it didn't end there. 
We don't know whether Paul tried to 
talk to Peter privately and he didn't 
listen (given Peter's reputation for stub-
bornness and impetuousness, that's not 
hard to imagine!). All we know is that 
Paul felt strongly enough about the 
issue at stake that he was compelled to 
take a public stand against Peter. I 
respect Paul's courage and willingness 
to act on what he knew deep down to be 
right. 
Thanks for the June 1989 issue of the 
Evangelical Visitor. This was my first 
exposure to the Church and Public Pol-
icy Consultation. Late information about 
the consultation meant that a previous 
commitment by myself and the Cana-
dian pastoral leadership to the Cana-
dian Holiness Federation and its pas-
tors/spouses'retreat made it impossible 
to attend the consultation. Obviously, I 
was very disappointed in this conflict. 
It was my impression that the consul-
tation was to have been a binational 
(General Conference) event. However, 
the articles reflect a distinct US bias, an 
event geared primarily to citizens of the 
USA. Terminology consistently reflects 
a US mindset: "Republican congress-
man," "our American citizenship,""lob-
byist in Washington." Names of US 
leaders like Mark Hatfield and Dwight 
Eisenhower and US organizations are 
What can we learn from their exam-
ple? It seems to me that the most impor-
tant lesson is that conflict, especially 
when it involves sin (or "not acting in 
line with the truth of the gospel"), must 
be directly confronted. I'm all for face-
saving and confidentiality, but some-
times the truth must come out in the 
open. Sometimes people—leaders too— 
are so wrong that they need others to 
rebuke them, even when it's painful to 
do, painful to watch, and painful to 
receive. This is not a simple matter, 
because it's often hard to know what is 
right and there are often extenuating or 
additional circumstances involved. If, 
however, the matter is out in the open, 
where it can be examined and all the 
layers of the story unwrapped, it's more 
likely to be resolved effectively and 
compassionately. 
1 still cringe when I read Paul's ac-
count. I cringe on behalf of Peter be-
cause I know Paul's words must have 
stung. I know how I would have felt in 
Peter's place. I cringe because it's an-
other example of an arrogance in Paul 
that's sometimes hard to take. But, 
finally, I believe that Paul did the right 
thing by confronting Peter, and that 
Peter knew it. Peter, after all, was a 
reasonable person whose primary desire 
was to follow Christ. 
Phoebe 
esm 
mentioned. While a couple of references 
are made to Canadians, neither leaders 
like Brian Mulroney nor organizations 
like the Evangelical Fellowship of Can-
ada and the Canadian Holiness Federa-
tion are mentioned. 
In consultations which are intended 
to be binational, it would be helpful to 
encourage the speakers to have a greater 
awareness of the Canadian scene. An-
other possibility would be to have paral-
lel material from both sides of the 
border. If differences are great, it might 
be more profitable to have national 
consultations. 
Perhaps when the full text and sum-
mary become available in the Brethren 
In Christ History And Life, there will be 
a more balanced reflection of our nature 
as a General Conference. 
Harvey R. Sider 
Ft. Erie, Ont. 
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To Timothy, my elder brother in the 
faith of our Lord Jesus Christ. Grace, 
mercy and peace be yours. 
It has been quite some time since I last 
wrote to you, so I thought I would share 
with you some of my doings and con-
cerns in my church life here at Ephesus. 
While you were on your periodic visit to 
Crete to check on the church life there, I 
wrote to our brother Epaphroditus. But 
it is good to have you back again in Asia 
Minor. 
I am finding personal fulfillment in 
my work as a minister in the life of the 
church here at Ephesus. However, we 
do have a real problem here, and that is 
the basis for my writing to you now. 
You know the work here so well since 
you served in this area as bishop for 
awhile before you transferred to the 
directorship of the overseas mission 
program. 
Here is the problem. While the Ephe-
sus church is noted for its strict disci-
pline and adherence to certain stand-
ards, the Apostle John in his writing to 
the seven churches in Asia Minor in his 
great work The Revelation put his finger 
on a current problem in the life of the 
Ephesian church. John says the Lord 
Jesus told him to send this message to 
the church at Ephesus, "You have lost 
the love which so characterized you in 
your early days." 
Oh, Timothy, what is happening, 
anyway? Here is a church that stood out 
as a leader of the churches in Asia Minor 
for its growth, its missionary zeal, its 
influence in the life of the body. But 
what do we see now? A church that is 
divided into party groups who seem to 
bicker over details. One of the major 
problems is that one fairly large group is 
not satisfied with one of the staff per-
sons, while another fairly large group 
supports the person. Instead of getting 
together in a spirit of fasting and prayer 
for the Lord's guidance, the one group 
has maneuvered to control the church 
administrative organization so as to 
oust the person they don't want. As a 
result, the other group either threaten to 
secede—thus causing schism in the 
body—or to wander off in fragments to 
other fellowships. 
With all of our talk about the working 
of the Holy Spirit in the body, where 
such actions pertain, we do not see the 
evidence of the life of the Spirit. What 
we need here at Ephesus is a revival that 
will bring renewal in the body; a melting 
together that will create a fresh outpour-
ing of love for each other. 
When problems come in the life of the 
church, some call for a reconciliation 
process. Undoubtedly factions in the life 
of the church should be reconciled to 
each other. But one wonders if some of 
these people who are conducting what 
they call 'reconciliation programs'aren't 
getting the cart before the horse. Is it 
likely that two carnal dispositions are 
going to have much reconciliation ac-
complished without addressing the car-
nality which produces conflict? And 
how can carnality be dealt with except 
by the cleansing blood of the Lord Jesus 
Christ? 
I have been wondering if part of our 
problem is a lack in our ministry on the 
need for God's entire sanctifying grace 
in our hearts and lives. You will re-
member that our brother Paul, towards 
the end of his first letter to the Thessalo-
nian church, prayed for them that they 
would be sanctified "entirely" or wholly 
or completely. That kind of experience 
would mean a death to that self-hood 
which wants one's own way. It would 
mean a cleansing of that carnal expres-
sion which creates bickering and fusses. 
The great revival movement that we 
have heard of over in the'Ethiopian 
churches founded by the eunuch con-
verted under Philip's ministry proves 
that. Only when those in disagreement 
and conflict brought their problems 
together to the foot of the cross in hum-
ble confession was resolution accom-
plished. 
Brother Timothy, I have a feeling that 
Satan has looked at the tremendous 
growth and success of our Ephesian 
church and its impact on the world 
around. So he tried persecution to hinder 
us, but that only spread the work of the 
Lord faster. When he tried to get us 
involved in doctrinal disputes, that only 
gave us courage to press on with greater 
vigor. But then he must have thought up 
the arch ploy—get them fighting one 
another. And sure enough, that began to 
destroy our effective movement forward. 
Oh, Timothy, help us pray that we 
will find the resolution to our problems 
here in the Ephesus church by coming 
together to the foot of the cross. Lord, 
send the power of the Holy Spirit just 
now and baptize everyone. Amen. 
Onesimus 
s ^ Pontius' 
Puddle 
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The gospel in the Gospels 
Regardless of how high may be our doctrine of inspiration, 
most of us have a canon within the canon. There are Scriptures 
we turn to more often. There are others we seldom read. What 
is true of personal preference is true of preachers, denomina-
tions, and traditions. Have you heard any sermons lately from 
Lamentations, or Judges, or Numbers, or Zephaniah? 
There are others we turn to often. Some of us find our 
message within the eighth century prophets—Amos and 
Isaiah—as they call for justice and social righteousness, and 
identify with the least and the lost and the last. Others find the 
heart of Christian experience in the Acts of the Apostles and 
seek to pattern their theology and practice after the model of 
the early church. 
There are traditions which find their "canon within the 
canon" in the Epistles, especially in Galatians, Ephesians, and 
Romans. I recently read a writer who said that, in his circle, one 
was suspect as a liberal if he preached from the Gospels rather 
than from the Epistles. 
We need to be clear that all things are ours. The Books of the 
Law, the Writings, the early and the later prophets, the Gos-
pels, the Epistles, the books of beginnings and the books of the 
last things. They are all a part of God's written revelation. 
But God who has spoken through the prophets and by the 
written word, has now spoken by a Son. The record of this 
revelation is in the Gospels. It is to the Gospels we must return 
again and again in order to test our understanding of the 
Scriptures by the simple, yet profound, teaching of our Lord. 
Pentecost is a watershed in the life of the church and in 
redemption history. It is a crucial event in the understanding of 
Christian experience. We dare not ignore the role of the Holy 
Spirit and the Apostles in the revelation of truth. Christ said 
that this would be one of the functions of the Spirit. In light of 
this the Acts of the Apostles and the Epistles have great 
meaning. 
What we need to do is to test our understanding of the work 
of the Holy Spirit and the writings of the Apostles by what the 
Gospels reveal of him who had the Spirit without measure and 
who was incarnate truth. We need to pour meaning into Paul's 
use of the word faith by listening to Jesus call men and women 
to be disciples. Paul's call to nonconformity and separation 
needs to be understood in terms of him who was in the world 
but not of it; who was touched but never tainted. John's call to 
love is nowhere better illuminated than in the Gospel accounts 
of him who was love incarnate. 
The term faith carries varied meanings. Ask a college stu-
dent for the opposite of faith and he will more than likely say 
"reason." Ask his parents and they will say "doubt." Ask an 
evangelical theologian and he will say "works." For the college 
student faith is accepting what one cannot prove. For the 
parents faith is belief. For the theologian it is trust or confi-
by John E. Zercher 
dence. The Gospels make concrete this call to faith in terms of 
obedience—following Christ by learning of him and pattern-
ing one's life and values after him. If we come to him in 
repentance and obedience he will save us. This, he said, is the 
meaning of being a disciple. This is the meaning of faith. 
How do we understand the new life in Christ? What is the 
mark of the regenerate? It is joy and peace and love. It is 
spiritual fruit and spiritual gifts. It is putting off and putting on. 
It is caring and sharing. It is denial and dying. We have 
glimpses of the meaning of these in the Epistles and in the life of 
the early church. But one turns to the Gospels to see the 
Christian life clearly and whole, revealed in how he walked. 
The church has rediscovered the Holy Spirit. We will better 
understand the meaning of the Spirit-filled life if, as we read 
Acts and the Epistles, we also return to the Gospels'. The Holy 
Spirit is Christ-like. He comes in Christ's name. There is One 
who serves as the plumbline for the testing of the spirits. It is he 
on whom the Spirit came in fullness. The expression of that 
fullness in history is found in the Gospels. 
The gulf that exists between those who take their direction 
for justice and righteousness from the prophets, and those who 
find their direction for an inner experience in the Epistles, is 
bridged as they meet in the Gospels. He who prayed all night, 
healed the sick during the day. He who confronted the corrup-
tion and hypocrisy of the religious rulers, spoke forgiveness to 
a repentant sinner. The hand which held the cup and broke the 
bread, also took a towel and washed the feet. 
Neither Corinth nor Jerusalem, Ephesus nor Thessalonica, 
is the perfect pattern for the nature and mission of the church. 
The Epistles give direction and correction, but we see in 
Christ's example what it means to be the body of Christ in the 
world. We need to test our concept of mission and our out-
reach in evangelism by his mission and ministry. The tempta-
tion to cheap grace and easy discipleship which sometimes 
comes from misinterpretation of the Epistles finds correction 
as we hear Jesus call and caution those who would follow. 
We do, after all, bear the name of Christ. It would not be 
amiss to test the image we reflect by the image revealed in the 
Gospels. This is not a Marcion attempt to deny the Old Testa-
ment nor the liberal error to downgrade the Epistles. It is a 
serious call to rediscover the perspective of the Christ revealed 
in the Gospels. It is a serious call to test our understanding and 
our interpretation of the Old Testament and the Espistles by 
hearing him who was "very God of very God" and "very man of 
very man." 
John Zercher died 10 years ago this month, August 24, 1979. He 
edited the Evangelical Visitor from 1967 until his death. 
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Barking at the Bible 
by R. Donald Shafer 
One of my early experiences in life 
was listening to Bible stories. They were 
read or told to me by parents, grandpar-
ents, Sunday school teachers, and oth-
ers. It was both a pleasant and adventur-
ous experience. I knew then that the 
Bible was a special book and that the 
stories had significance beyond other 
books. Not much was really explained 
to me, but the memories of those stories 
impacted my life then and now. 
Another early experience in life was 
to deliver newspapers. For some reason 
unknown to me, I developed a fear of 
barking dogs. None of them ever vicious-
ly attacked me or bit me, but their bark-
ing was loud, threatening, and caused 
me to beware of possible danger. 
Now what, you might ask, do Bible 
stories and barking dogs have to do with 
each other? Well, maybe more than you 
might connect. The Psalmist referred to 
"snarling dogs" as enemies (Ps. 59:6, 14). 
Jesus warned about "giving dogs what is 
sacred" (Matt. 7:6). Paul warned the 
Philippians to "watch out for dogs" 
(Phil. 3:2). And in the final book of the 
New Testament, we are told the dogs are 
outside the gates of the eternal city (Rev. 
22:15). These references are about ene-
mies, those who distort the truth, those 
who lead others astray, and those who 
add or take away from the Bible. 
Perhaps many of you, like me, first 
accepted the Bible as the Word of God. 
There were no doubts about whether it 
was truth. It was the authoritative Word 
of God for life and practice. 
But along life's pathway you may 
have encountered some barking dogs. 
I think my first memories about those 
who barked at the Bible were when I 
realized that there were some people 
who chose to believe that the Bible was 
not truth. That was a loud bark and it 
was frightening. 
Some preachers barked about those 
who didn't believe the Bible, and that 
was an ominous commotion as well. 
As I learned to read, I discovered 
there were those who questioned all or 
parts of the Bible. These dogs could 
bark with different intensity. I also 
heard about the fabled trial when law-
yers argued about whether the Bible 
should be believed as the creation ac-
count. These barks were heard across 
the land. 
Later some would bark about the 
Bible being in our schools. Some politi-
cians were free to quote the Bible, and 
all kinds of barks were heard about the 
Bible. 
More seriously, I heard teachers in 
college and seminary bark about the 
Bible. I learned about how the Bible had 
been formed by the councils of the 
church. I heard barking about the theor-
ies of manuscripts and oral traditions. 
Lots of barking has been done over ver-
sions and translations. 
A great deal of barking has been done 
over words about the Bible that aren't 
even in the Bible; such as "inerrancy," 
"infallible,""fundamental,""liberal,"or-
iginal "manuscripts," etc. 
But after all the barking is over (dogs 
do get tired of barking), the Bible is still 
with us. As the Good Book says, "The 
grass withers and the flowers fall, but the 
word of our God stands forever" (Isaiah 
40:8, 1 Peter 1:24-25). Or, to use my 
metaphor, the dogs will bark and bark, 
but the Bible is the Book of Life. 
Fortunately, there were people in my 
life who read the Bible frequently, be-
lieved the life-giving message fervently, 
and lived what it taught. I saw it in my 
parents. It was obvious in my pastor and 
some of the believers. (Well, there were 
some that did more barking about the 
Bible than living the way of the Bible, so 
that it was hard to sense their sincerity.) 
And perhaps you have learned, like 
me, that some barking is a lot of noise 
and not much more. For those who 
want to spend time on descriptive words 
and debate the authorship of books and 
letters, it is and can be interesting. And 
indeed it is good to know that some 
barking is valuable. There are stories of 
dogs who barked and saved lives of 
children or adults from fire or thieves. 
And we do need those who study her-
meneutics (a big word for interpreta-
tion), archeology (diggings), and doc-
trine (teaching). Some dogs have been 
labeled "man's best friend." 
But what we need more than all these 
are people who not only know the Bible 
but who believe it and live it. As Paul 
wrote to the Corinthians, "You your-
selves are our letter, written on our 
hearts, known and read by everybody. 
You show that you are a letter from 
Christ, the result of our ministry, written 
not with ink but with the Spirit of the 
living God" (2 Cor. 3:2-3). 
In my time 1 have learned, and am still 
learning, that the Bible is the sacred 
book of the Christian faith. I must read 
it both frequently and fervently. As the 
Holy Spirit guides, and as 1 abide in the 
truth, there is nourishment for holy liv-
ing. If by my heart and life others 
become interested in the Bible, then it is 
the Book beloved. 
But there are times when barking is 
fun. It may help some, it may cause fear 
in others. I have done my share of bark-
ing at the Bible, but as for me and my 
house, I think we best give more time to 
believing and living than to barking. 
Don Shafer is General 
Secretary of the Brethren 
in Christ Church, and 
lives in Upland, Calif. 
He writes this month in mm A 
the place of Bishop Owen Alderfer, who is 
recuperating from illness. 
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